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PART 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The author, from the age of four, walked to both the infant and junior schools in Griffydam from 
Stoney Lane for seven years, come rain or shine (no school runs in those days). This involved 
crossing Zion Hill from Stoney Lane to walk along what is now School Lane, recorded as 
Occupation Road in the early 1800s and later colloquially called Kidger’s Lane after the Kidgers 
settled there. At that time, no thought was given to why or how Zion Hill came by its name, other 
more interesting things occupied ones mind. 
 
However, since retiring 18 years ago, the author has been trying to find evidence which would 
offer an explanation for its unusual name, and it was only recently that this came to light.  
 

JOHN NICHOL’S RECORD OF A SION CHAPEL 
 
John Nichol’s, the Leicestershire Historian recorded the following in his “History and Antiquities of 
Leicestershire” under Coleorton. Volume III, Part 2, page 740, dated c.1800:- 
 

 
Near the middle of the moor and adjoining the turnpike-road is a place of worship inscribed “Sion 
Chapel 1795”. 
 

 
John Nichols also makes the point that…………..The Moor and the townships are very extensive, 
measuring at least two miles in either direction. There are several breaks into it from Worthington, 
Thringstone and Swannington………He is not referring of course to the road currently named 
“The Moor” in Coleorton, but the extensive Coleorton Moor and other adjacent areas that existed 
at that time. 

SION BAPTIST CHAPELS 
 
Numerous chapels with the name Sion or Zion were built in the UK, some small and some large 
with architecturally impressive features. The author has gained the impression from his research 
that Baptists named their chapels Sion, in preference to Zion.  
 
Many Baptist chapels with the name Sion are particularly found in Wales, and it is suggested by 
certain writers that the name Sion is a boy’s name of Welsh origin meaning “God is Gracious”.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 4 

PART 2 
 

LOCATION OF THE SION CHAPEL 
BASED ON A SERIES OF OLD MAPS 

 

We clearly needed some further proof of exactly where the Sion Chapel was located. The author 
was therefore pleasantly surprised to note when studying the original 1833 proposal map for the 
route of the Coleorton Railway that the location of Sion Chapel at the bottom of Zion Hill was 
actually written on the map. The map is shown on page 8. There can be little doubt that this was 
the Chapel which John Nichols describes and further confirmation is offered by the fact that it was 
sited adjacent to the Hinckley to Melbourne Common turnpike road. It is not unreasonable to 
assume therefore that Zion Hill obtained its name from the Sion Chapel.  
 

THE INCLOSURE / ENCLOSURE OF LAND 
 
Firstly, the reader needs to understand something about the geography of the area in days gone 
by. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the enclosure of land in the locality took place. In 1803, an Act 
of Parliament was passed for enclosure at Whitwick, Thringstone and Peggs Green (Swannington 
had first been enclosed in 1750). One of the areas which specifically applies to our subject matter 
was Peggs Green. Over the following four years after the Act was passed, Commissioners were 
appointed and awards / plans eventually drafted, notices posted on such places as church doors 
and finally agreed, although that is somewhat of an over simplification.  
 
Peggs Green became part of the Township of Thringstone, which was a Chapelry of Whitwick 
Ecclesiastical Parish at that time. Peggs Green is now part of the Administrative Parish of 
Coleorton, but that did not occur till 1936. 
 

EXTRACT FROM THE OFFICIAL  
1807 THRINGSTONE & PEGGS GREEN ENCLOSURE MAP 

 
The following map is important in establishing the Thringstone Township boundary in the area 
where the “Sion Chapel” was located. This is an extract from the official “Thringstone & Peggs 
Green enclosure map drawn by William Henry Smith (surveyor) for the commissioners in 1807”. 
This shows the land to the west of the start of Zion Hill (plot 15 coloured green) as being within 
the Township of Thringstone and Ecclesiastical Parish of Whitwick and which we will see later 
encompassed the plot where the Sion Chapel was located. Cart Brook formed the boundary 
between Coleorton and Worthington Parish as it still does today. Zion Hill followed the path of the 
old Hinckley to Melbourne Common turnpike road which continued along Gelsmoor Road after 
passing over Cart Brook. 
 
Plot 15 has buildings shown on it which can be construed to compare with those on the 1833 
Coleorton railway proposal map shown on page 8, when both are rotated into the correct north 
facing orientation. 
 
It has been necessary to include a number of maps in this publication and it is important to 
understand that maps of this age vary in their scale, accuracy and geographical orientation and 
buildings were often just a pictorial representation. Understanding the maps used in this 
publication is complicated by the fact that different systems of numbering plots were used on all 
of them. 
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Extract from the Thringstone & Peggs Green enclosure map drawn by  
William Henry Smith (Surveyor) for the commissioners in 1807.  

This has been annotated by the author with current road names for clarity. 
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EXTRACT FROM A PRE 1807 DRAFT PLAN WHICH CAN BE RELATED TO 
THE PRECEDING OFFICIAL 1807 MAP 

 
The map below is an extract from an undated draft plan, thought to show the plots of land pre the 
final 1807 enclosure plan shown on the preceding page.  A different numbering system was used 
to identify the plots of land. This plan is extremely important in that it shows plot 22 with a 
building on it identified by a purple dot as being an enclave within Peggs Green at that time. This 
is the Sion Chapel plot. The map has been annotated by the author so it can be related easily to 
the preceding map. The key for the plan is shown on the following page. 
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KEY TO PRECEDING MAP 
 
Red line   – Old boundary line 
 
Purple dot   – Sion Chapel plot 22 
 
Green line   – Zion Hill – part of Hinckley to Melbourne Common  
      turnpike road 
 
Black line   – Currently Stoney Lane, Coleorton 
 
Pink line   – Currently School Lane, Peggs Green 
 
Grey line   – Currently Clay Lane, Peggs Green  
 
Yellow Line   – Griffydam Boundary line 
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THE 1833 ROUTE PROPOSAL MAP FOR THE COLEORTON RAILWAY 
 
The map below is an extract from the 1833 route proposal map for the Coleorton Railway. Please 
note the direction of the north facing arrow. This map identifies the location of the Sion Chapel 

marked A adjacent to the Hinckley to Melbourne Common turnpike road. The map has again 

been annotated by the author to provide the reader with a clearer understanding of the location of 
the chapel using modern road names etc. Cart Brook formed the boundary between Coleorton 
and Worthington Ecclesiastical parishes and still forms the boundary of both administrative 
parishes today. The heavy dotted line to the west of the chapel plot indicates the boundary 
between Coleorton Ecclesiastical Parish and Thringstone Township in Whitwick Ecclesiastical 
parish. This can be related to the boundary on the preceding 1807 enclosure map on page 5 (plot 
15 coloured green).  
 
The land to the west of the Thringstone Township heavily dotted boundary line down to Cart 
Brook was in Coleorton Ecclesiastical Parish and part of the Beaumont Estate which at that time 
was owned by Sir George Howland Willoughby Beaumont, 8th baronet whose seat was Coleorton 
Hall. He was the main driving force behind the Coleorton Railway project and subscribed £5,500 
to it. Beaumont also owned the land coloured brown to the north west of Cart Brook which was in 
Worthington Ecclesiastical parish. 
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If we now refer to the above map which is an enlargement of the area around the Sion Chapel 
site, it is important to note that Beaumont also owned the land coloured brown, on the 
Thringstone Township side of the boundary but only on either side of the isolated chapel plot.  
 
He did not own the chapel site which was part of Peggs Green within the Township of 
Thringstone as explained earlier. See the following 1842 Coleorton Tithe map for further 
clarity. 
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PART 3 
 

THE COLEORTON 1842 TITHE MAP  
AND REGISTER REFERENCES 

 

This enlarged extract from the Coleorton 1842 Tithe Map, annotated by the author, is included for 
further clarification on the plots of land on either side of the Sion Chapel site that were owned by 
Sir George Beaumont, 8th Baronet. The Sion Chapel site coloured pink, which is only a pictorial 
representation, does not have a plot number as it was in Peggs Green and part of the Township 
of Thringstone at that time following the enclosure as explained earlier.  
 
The register describes the plots as follows:- 
 
Plot 297 – Croft, Pasture – 1 acre 3 roods 7 perch (outlined in brown) 
 
Plot 298 – Part of Garden – 10 perch (outlined in green) 
 
Strangely, the Coleorton railway and its embankment is not indicated / shown on the Tithe map, 
although the cottage currently named “Bank House” is shown just over the railway embankment 
on plot 296. 
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PART 4 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

There are a number of scenarios to consider regarding why and when the Sion 
Chapel closed and what happened to members of the congregation following its 
closure. The following is offered as a plausible explanation for this. 
 

THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO THE CLOSURE OF THE SION CHAPEL 
 
Perhaps one of the most important reasons that lead up to the closure of the Sion Chapel, would 
have been the construction of the Coleorton Railway for which the Bill was passed by Parliament 
on 10th June 1833. The construction was officially started in November 1833 although it has been 
recorded that Sir George Beaumont had already started work in certain areas where he owned 
land on which it was to be built. Considering that a considerable embankment was to be built 
directly behind the Sion Chapel site (see the earlier 1842 Coleorton Tithe map) and the Peggs 
Green and Cart Brook tunnels within close proximity, it is difficult to imagine that the chapel could 
have survived this major disruption to their activities. Certainly Sir George Beaumont would not 
have offered any support and the site and buildings may well have been useful during the 
construction as possible offices or sleeping quarters for the many navies who would have been 
employed.  

 
THE BEAUMONT’S RELATIONSHIP WITH NON-CONFORMISTS 

 
The Beaumont’s antipathy to non-conformists of whatever denomination continued over several 
generations, and for sure, the 8th Baronet would not have been happy about the location of the 
Sion Chapel adjacent to his land, but he did not have jurisdiction over the land it was built on as 
previously explained. 
 
Some examples of the Beaumont’s efforts to prevent non-conformism gaining a stronghold in the 
community are given below:- 

 

 Beaumont would not allow the old Coleorton Primitive Methodist Chapel built in 1836, to 
be sited on his land and this was subsequently built on adjacent Thringstone Township 
land at the time, much to his displeasure. 

 

 The Coleorton / Swannington Baptists Bethel Chapel had to be built on Swannington 
Chapelry land. 

 

 In the 1600s Beaumont had George Fox, the Quaker arrested and taken to Leicester 
Gaol. 

 

 In the 1750s, Beaumont hired John Massey and his gang to disrupt John Wesley’s 
preaching. 

 

 In 1857, Beaumont’s steward had the Wesleyan Reformers turned out of the house 
where they had been meeting. 
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THE CLOSURE OF THE CHAPEL 
 

The following is offered as a possible, but highly plausible scenario of what happened to 
the Sion Chapel Baptists. In order to assist in understanding the contents, please see the 
publication entitled “The First 100 Years history of the Swannington / Coleorton Baptists” 
by Samuel T Stewart which is free to download and read on his website in pdf format :- 
 
A Baptist society was formed in Swannington as far back as 1747. Meetings were held in homes 
and in the open air. The society waxed and waned depending on the measure of support 
received from outside.  
 
Around 1795, an empty building on land adjoining the Hinckley to Melbourne Common turnpike, 
which was an enclave within the boundary of Peggs Green became available. It is not possible to 
prove whether this land was owned by the turnpike Trust, but that has to be considered as a 
possibility as certain features on the maps indicate that may have been the case. If we refer to 
John Nichols record of the Sion Chapel on page 3, he was not necessarily referring to a purpose-
built chapel, and could equally have been referring to existing premises being used to 
accommodate one. The building was thought to have been leased by the General Baptists and 
called Sion Chapel. (“Sion” was generally preferred to “Zion” by Baptists). The acquisition of 
these premises apparently gave the General Baptists a new “lease” of life as there is a record of 
a Sunday School being established in 1818. There should be a record of an application being 
made to the Bishop’s court to register the premises as a dissenting meeting house, but it is not 
possible to access this at the time of writing due to the coronavirus lockdown situation.  
 
Alongside the General Baptists in the area was another branch of the denomination, the 
Particular Baptists who, in 1825, constructed and opened a chapel in the area of the Rowlands’ in 
Swannington, but within a few years for reasons completely unknown, the Particular Baptists had 
disappeared, though they were still there in 1829 as the return for the number of places of 
Worship, not of the Church of England, in each parish in pursuance of a Resolution of the House 
of Commons, dated 19th June 1829, records “Particular Baptists – 20”. There is no record for the 
General Baptists but it is thought that returns were only required for purpose-built places of 
worship, supporting the above theory. 
 
In October 1831, the chapel on “The Rowlands” now vacated by the Particular Baptists along with 
other property came up for sale by auction at the “Queen’s Head” and the chapel on its own again 
in July 1832 when it was purchased by Mrs. Elizabeth Sherwin. Described as a good Christian, 
Elizabeth Sherwin gave the General Baptists the privilege of its use on agreement to pay one 
pound per annum acknowledgement.  
 
Elizabeth was the wife of the wealthy hosier, banker, and benefactor to the poor William Sherwin 
(1768-1864) of Coleorton who was a strong supporter of the Church of England in the area. He 
was one of the main subscribers to the Coleorton Railway. In William Sherwin’s “Will”, it stated 
……….and bequest all that buildings situated in Swannington and now used as a “Baptists 
Meeting House”……………to the use of my wife Elizabeth Sherwin. This suggests that Elizabeth 
Sherwin had actually purchased the building on behalf of her husband, probably for the reason 
that there would have been a conflict between the religions and it would not have been in William 
Sherwin’s interest for a Church of England man to be supporting non-conformity dissenters, 
particularly in the business circles he moved in and his relationship with the Beaumonts’ and St. 
Mary’s Church, Coleorton. 
 
The General Baptists were only too pleased to accept her generous offer to let them have a 
recently constructed ready-made chapel at a nominal rent. They subsequently vacated the 
building adjoining the turnpike and moved into their new place of worship which they called Bethel 
Chapel.  
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PART 5 
 

FOLLOWING THE CLOSURE OF THE SION CHAPEL 
 

 
 

1885 PUBLISHED 6 INCH O/S MAP 
(SURVEYED IN 1881) 

 
 

A different shaped building is now shown on the plot marked A. In the 1901 census for Peggs 

Green, two semi-detached cottages on the site are described as “The Old School House”. From 
that we can presume that a School was built on the site sometime after the Chapel was closed 
and later converted into living accommodation.  
 
A history of the school is to be published by Coleorton Heritage Group. 
 


