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ROBERT HANCE’S GRAVE IN GRIFFYDAM WESLEYAN METHODIST’S CEMETERY 
 

Robert Thomas Hance was born in Beverley, Yorkshire in 1862 to parents Thomas and 
Jane Elizabeth Hance who were aged 39 and 41 at the time. Evidence suggests that 
they were Wesleyan Methodists. Thomas was born in Beverley and Elizabeth in 
Leconfield, Yorkshire both in the East Riding. In 1871, Thomas was recorded as a 
groom and gardener, and in 1881 a general labourer, so they were clearly very much a 
working class family. 
 
Robert had two older siblings, Emma and James, who were born in 1853 and 1857 
respectively in Beverley. In 1871, Robert’s brother James, now 14, was recorded as a 
pupil teacher, presumably at the local Sunday school. 



By 1881, Robert Hance who was now 19 years of age was recorded as an assistant 
teacher at the Wesleyan School which is very significant and clearly led to his 
subsequent move to Osgathorpe, Leics.  
 
By 1891, Robert was lodging with William Goodman and his family who were staunch 
Wesleyan Methodists at “Ivanhoe House” in Chapel Lane where Osgathorpe Wesleyan 
Methodist chapel, built in 1835, was situated. William, was a cordwainer (boot and shoe 
maker), village overseer and also a local preacher on the Ashby de la Zouch circuit. A 
history of William Goodman’s family, and the Osgathorpe Wesleyan Methodist chapel is 
included in the book on the Griffydam History Group website publication page entitled -  
 

“From Asgotporp to Osgathorpe”, edition three, by Samuel T Stewart. 

 
Both the Goodmans and Robert Hance would have worshiped at the Osgathorpe 
Methodist Chapel of course. 
 
Robert had clearly moved to Osgathorpe in 1889, to take up the post of master at the 
nearby Griffydam Wesleyan Day School which was situated within a short walking 
distance in the adjacent village of Peggs Green where he was headmaster for 26 years. 
 
Like William Goodman, Robert Hance also became a local preacher on the Wesleyan 
Methodist Ashby de la Zouch circuit and an 1896 plan is appended at the end which 
features R.T. Hance’s name in the column on the RH side entitled “Names & 
Residences”. 
 
As probate documents for Robert Hance give his address as Ivanhoe House, it can be 
assumed that he continued to live there following William Goodman and his wife’s 
deaths. In 1901, he is recorded as living with a domestic servant by the name of Amy 
Chapman, aged 23, who was born in Osgathorpe. 
 
By 1911, Robert, now 49, had got married to his wife Harriet Elizabeth (42) who was 
born in West Bromwich. They had a son James Robert who was aged 4 by this time and 
is recorded in the register for the National School in Osgathorpe as being a pupil there in 
1912 at the age of five. However, he is recorded in the register for the Griffydam 
Wesleyan Methodist Day School at Peggs Green as being admitted there in 1914. 
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Sadly, Robert Hance died in 1915 at the age of 53 as can be seen on his gravestone 
above. 1915 was a tragic year for the Hance family as their son James Robert died 
almost 8 months later, at the age of 8 and was buried in West Bromwich cemetery as 
presumably Harriet had moved back to her birth place shortly after her husband’s death. 
Probate of £491  11s.  1d. was granted to his widow. 



The author’s mother Agnes Stewart was taught by Robert Hance at the Griffydam 
Wesleyan Day School and related that the pupils said that “Robert Hance makes you 
dance” as he always walked around with a cane in his hand and anyone who fell foul of 
him got a sharp rap with it. 
 

 
 
Like William and his son John Arthur Goodman, it can be seen from the above 1911 
newspaper article that Robert Hance also took part in activities at the Worthington 
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel. When one considers the size of this Chapel pictured below, 
it is hard to visualize how 80 people could be accommodated for tea in the chapel. 
 

 
 

Worthington Wesleyan Methodist Chapel (Originally Primitive Methodist).  
 
The Chapel was built in 1820 and became a Grade II listed building in 1983. The stone 
above the door is engraved “Worthington Methodist Chapel A.D. 1820”. It originally had 
80/100 free seats with room for a further 25 in the gallery. The 1851 Ecclesiastical 
census listed an evening service only, with 70 attendees. The building externally 
remains basically as it was in 1820 and it is one of the oldest chapels still in use. 
 
A history of the chapel can be found on the “Worthington Methodist Church” website. 



 


