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Samuel T Stewart 

 
LOCAL TURNPIKE ROADS WHICH CIRCUMNAVIGATED  

GRIFFYDAM, PEGG’S GREEN & PART OF GELSMOOR 
 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1555 – This was the first legislation of any importance which affected roads. It 

transferred responsibility for the upkeep of the King’s highways to the parishes. Each parishioner 

owning a plowland in tillage, or keeping a draught or plough, was liable to supply a cart for four days a 

year for use in road repair. Each able bodied house holder or tenant was required to give four days 

‘Statute labour a year’ (increased in 1691 to six). It was possible to pay a fine to commute this, or else 

provide a substitute (LRFHS Journal 145 2011). 

 

The takeover of major roads by the turnpike trusts had begun in the country in 1726, with the main 

London road through Harborough via Leicester to Loughborough. In 1753-4, the roads from Hinckley, 

Coventry, Uppingham, Narborough and Ashby were turnpiked, and a number of other roads were 

added. In the 1760’s, toll bars at which the finance for the maintenance of the roads was collected 

from travelers’’ were established. 

 

Following the introduction of maintained Turnpike Roads, the local areas of Griffydam, Pegg’s Green, 

Gelsmoor, Swannington, Coleorton, Newbold and Lount were fortunate in being well served by a 

network of these, which made the transportation of goods such as coal, lime and pottery etc, to 

outlying places much more efficient. In former times, horse drawn wagons and carriages had to use 

unmaintained cart tracks where particularly during inclement weather, horse and carts and carriages 

would have become stuck and broken down in the muddy and deep ruts which would have formed. 

Waggons with loads of up to 7 tons and being pulled by up to 8 horses were not unusual when hauling 

lime or coal. 

 

Turnpike trusts were bodies set up by individual acts of Parliament, with powers to collect 

road tolls for maintaining the principal roads in Britain from the 17th century, but especially during 

the 18th and 19th centuries. At their peak, in the 1830s, over 1,000 trusts administered around 

30,000 miles (48,000 km) of turnpike road in England and Wales, taking tolls at almost 8,000 toll-

gates and side-bars. They declined with the coming of the canals and railways and then the Local 

Government Act of 1888 gave responsibility for maintaining main roads to county councils and county 

borough councils. From the 1880’s, Toll Houses and Gates were being sold off and many were 

demolished. 
 

The Trusts were empowered to construct metalled (broken stone and cinders) roads along the lengths 

of which were situated bars or gates, which were opened to allow passage on payment of a toll. Tolls 

were fixed according to a scale, depending upon the type of vehicle, animal or travelers passing the 

point; the tolls being advertised on a Toll Board on a pole or adjacent building (see the following 

photographs and details of tolls payable).  

 

Toll Gates (normally associated with a Toll Gate house) and Toll Bars where the tolls were collected, 

were located at strategic points, and where possible, at the junction with other roads. For example, 

the toll gate and house built on Lount cross-roads replaced three toll bars. These were at Newbold, 

one to the east of the hamlet of Lount, and one on the Melbourne road. Toll Gate houses were often 

built in a hexagonal shape, so that views of the traffic would not be impeded at junctions. See the 

following photographs of the hexagonal Lount cross-roads Toll Gate House, also referred to as the 

“Round House”, which was demolished in 1930 due to a serious car accident there.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_Parliament_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toll_road
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Great_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railway_mania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_Government_Act_of_1888
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_Government_Act_of_1888
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_borough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_borough
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The Rempstone turnpike ran along the North West side of Griffydam and formed the boundary of the 

village on that side. To the east of the village from the Rempstone cross roads, Froggat’s Lane (now 

the Top Road and Nottingham Road), first recorded in 1806 at the time of the inclosure Act, was in 

fact a branch of the Hinckley to Melbourne turnpike road which intersected with the main turnpike 

road at Pegg’s Green, approximately where Tugby’s Lane is now. This carried on North from Rempstone 

cross roads, bypassing Cloud Hill Bar on the way to Redwood Gate, Breedon.  

 

The main Hinckley to Melbourne turnpike headed North West after Swannington, by-passing Pegg’s 

Green and on to Gelsmoor, where it intersected with the Rempstone turnpike. It then went through to 

Lount and on to Melbourne.  

 

The following 1885 map has been used to superimpose on it, the route of the Hinckley To Melbourne 

turnpike (coloured red), the branch of the Hinckley to Melbourne turnpike to Breedon (coloured blue) 

and Rempstone turnpike (coloured green).  

 

According to numerous records, and as shown on the 1836 O/S map, there was a Toll Gate House and 

gate on Froggats’ Lane, at the position marked by a yellow dot. This was located just within the Pegg’s 

Green boundary.  

 

A further Toll Gate House and Bar / Gate was located at Cart Brook also, which is marked by a blue 

dot on the map; this was in Gelsmoor just north of Cart Brook which formed the boundary at that 

point between Pegg’s Green and Gelsmoor according to the 1806 inclosure map.  

 

We have only been able to identify 4 toll gate collectors in the census records but it is difficult to say 

whether they were at Froggat’s Lane Toll Gate or Cart Brook with any certainty; these being Fanny 

Bacon, Sarah Wood, Etienne Bakewll and Mary Ball.  
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Based on 1885 O/S map 
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The above are a selection of unused Toll Gate and Toll Bar tickets from c.1860 to the closure 

of turnpikes c.1880, two of which are for Froggat’s Lane & Cartbrook 
 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE EARLIEST RECORD THE WRITER HAS FOUND FOR THE LETTING 

/AUCTIONING OF TURNPIKE TOLLS:- 

 

In 1809, the following was recorded in the “ Leicester Journal and Midland counties Advertiser” 

Volume LV111 iss:2961 dated 20.10.1809 and 17.11.1809. regarding the auctioning / letting of Turnpike 

Tolls:-  

TURN PIKE TOLLS TO LET - Notice is herewith given that the tolls arising at the several toll gates 

and Bars under-mentioned, erected upon the Turnpike Road leading from Hinckley to Melbourne, 

coming in the County of Leics, and the several branches thereof, will be let by auction to the best 

bidder or bidders, at the Bull's Head in Market Bosworth on Wednesday the 22nd of November next, 

between the hours of 2 and 6, in the manner directed by the Act passed in the thirteenth year of the 

Reign of his present Majesty, for "regulating turnpike roads", which tolls let the last year for the 

following sums, and will be put at the same sums - "Hinckley and Stapleton Gates" £121; Osbaston 

Gate and 4 Bars £120; Heather and Swepstone £116; Hoo Ash, Old Lane, Froggat's Lane, Etigene 

(Engine?) Cartbrook, Newbold and Swannington >£386) Stauton £53 Redwood £50. Whoever happens 

to be the takers of the said tolls, must at the same time pay a deposit of ten per cent of the rent 

agreed for, and be prepared to take yearly.   
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1856 Newspaper advertisement for auction of Toll Gates and Toll Bars 
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The above is an example of an auction for local Toll Houses and Gates / Bars in 1880 
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LOUNT CROSS ROADS TOLL GATE HOUSE AT THE JUNCTION OF THE HINCKLEY TO 

MELBOURNE AND TAMWORTH TO SAWLEY TURNPIKE ROADS 

 

 
The old Toll Gate house on Lount cross roads – Demolished c.1930. Photographs by kind 

permission of Ashby Museum 

 



 8 

 
Lount Tolls Tariff Board (dated 1836) is shown mounted above the door in the preceding  

photographs.  Photograph by kind permission of Ashby de la Zouch Museum. 

 

TOLLS ON TARRIF BOARD 

For every horse or other beast drawing any Coach, Landau, Chariot, Chaise, Chair or Hearse - 3d 

 

For ditto drawing any carriage with narrower wheels than 6 inches (except as above)  - 4½d         

 

For ditto, drawing any carriage with 6 inches wheels     - 3d 

 

For ditto, drawing any carriage with 9 inch wheels, not rolling a surface of 16 inches on 

either side          - 2d 

 

For ditto, drawing any carriage with 16 inches wheels or 9 inches wheels, rolling a surface  

of 16 inches on either side        - 3½d 

 

For every pair of millstones        - 2s.  6d 

 

For every Horse, Mare, Mule or Ass not drawing      - 1d 

For every Cow, Bull, or Ox        - ½d 

For every Calf, Sheep or Hog        - ¼d 

 

NB. DOUBLE TOLL ON SUNDAYS 
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Those Toll Gate Houses built in the early 19th century often had a distinctive bay front to give the 

pikeman a clear view of the road, and to provide a display area for the Toll Board. In 1840, according 

to the Turnpike Returns in Parliamentary Papers, there were over 5,000 tollhouses operating in 

England. These were sold off in the 1880s when the turnpikes were closed. Many were demolished but 

several hundred have survived as domestic houses, with distinctive features of the old tollhouse still 

visible. The notice on the wall of this Toll House is “for sale by auction” and the photograph was 

c.1880. 
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