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Front cover photograph – St. Matthews Church, Worthington before 

restoration c.1870. 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The author, who is a co-opted member of the Griffydam History Group, has already 

written numerous publications relating to the parish of Worthington of which 

Griffydam is a part of course. These can all be found on the publication page of the 

Griffydam Heritage website www.griffydamhistory.com and are all free to download 

and read. 

 

These are an attempt to increase the knowledge about the rich tapestry of Social and 

Industrial history of the villages of Worthington, Griffydam, Newbold and Gelsmoor. 

 

This is a living document, and as such, can be modified if new relevant information is 

received or added as a supplement. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

© Samuel T Stewart  November 2020 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,  

stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any  

means, electronic, mechanical or otherwise without first seeking  

the written permission of the author 

 

http://www.griffydamhistory.com/


 3 

CERTAIN PARTS OF THE FOLLOWING ARE AN EDITED SUMMARY OF 
SEVERAL NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF THE DAY 

 
In March 1887, the Rev. J. O. Brook resigned the living at Worthington after 

being Vicar there for nineteen years. On the 21st of March a presentation was 
made to him by the parishioners of a valuable silver inkstand as a slight 
token of the esteem with which they regarded Mr. Brook. He was described 

as being an eloquent preacher, and active and energetic in all parish matters.   
 

Having had failing health of late he had decided to leave the midlands for the 
south of England. The reverend gentleman held his farewell services at  
St. Matthews Parish Church, Worthington in the afternoon where communion 

was administered, and the evening service, as had been the customary 
practice for a number of years, was held in the Newbold Schoolrooms. The 

Rev. John Oatway Brook had been responsible for carrying out many valuable 
improvements in the village, and what was originally named Worthington 
Church of England School was reported as being a commodious buildings 

having been entirely re-built in 1872 at a cost of £1500, with the school and 
school house being well adapted for their purpose. The school was enlarged 

in 1899 to take 263 children. Mr. Brook had also built a new vicarage in 
Newbold as a residence for the incumbent at Worthington Church. One 

assumes from the wording that a school in some form existed before. 
 

 
Newbold C of E School in the late 1800s 

 

The three people in the photograph are the school master Reuben Sisson, 
with his wife and Daisy Statham an assistant teacher. Reuben Sissons was 
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the schoolmaster for 25 years and organist and choirmaster at the church for 
18 years 

 
Ralph Walker, a resident of Worthington, who was born in 1918, related that, 

there was no central heating in Newbold School.  In those days open fires 
welcomed us on winter mornings and in the big room, a huge cast iron fire 
grate kept us all warm throughout. Paraffin lamps swung from the ceiling and 

although these were not often used in school times, they were always 
glowing every other Sunday for the Church Service. 

 
In November 1919 it was recorded in the Leicester Journal that 56 children 
were walking from Worthington to Newbold for their education. It was not 

until 1926 that the village of Worthington had its own school. 
 

From the mid 1700s, Worthington was a Chapelry, Township and manor of 
Breedon ecclesiastical parish, and later Newbold was described as being a 
liberty of Worthington, so the author presumes this is where the original 

relationship started. Even when the enclosure of land took place in 1806 the 
commissioners only referred to Worthington and Newbold on the map even 

though Griffydam was included in the enclosure. Griffydam and later 
Gelsmoor (which wasn’t enclosed) became hamlets of the Chapelry and 

Township of Worthington prior to it becoming a civil parish c.1873 when they 
were then seen as hamlets in the parish of Worthington.  The complexities of 
the history of Worthington parish will be addressed in more detail in a 

separate article. 
 

Following the resignation of Vicar Rev. Brooks another important chapter in 
Worthington’ religious history evolved with his replacement’s arrival, that 
being the Rev. Robert Arthur Parsons, who had been curate of “All Saints”, 
Loughborough. Until his arrival, the church services were split between the 
Rev. W. B. Beaumont of Coleorton the Rev. G. Crossley of Breedon-on-the-

Hill. The former at the Newbold Schoolrooms for the Sunday evening service, 
and the latter at the parish church each Sunday morning. 
 

The Rev. R. A. Parsons held his first service on Sunday at the start of June 
1877 in the morning at the parish church, where lessons were read by Mr. T. 

M. Heward of Worthington and Mr, Capp of Loughborough. This was followed 
by a shortened service in the afternoon in Newbold schoolrooms.  
 

On the following Wednesday, a public tea followed by a concert, was held in 
the Newbold schoolroom. Remarkably, 140 people sat down for tea which 

must have been a sight to behold. The concert began at half past seven by 
which time the schoolroom was packed to overflowing. The description of the 
concert was very colourful and this will appear in another of the series of 

articles which will include numerous newspaper reports about Worthingtom 
Township and parish. The author never ceases to be amazed at the wealth of 

musical talent there was to support these local concerts around the locality. 
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In his address to the gathering, the Vicar announced that Divine services at 
the parish church in the afternoon and evening would alternate with a service 

in the Newbold schoolrooms. He said that when the living was first offered to 
him, he had grave doubts about accepting it, but on the offer being repeated, 

and after having taken counsel with the Bishop, he had accepted it. The 
change from town (Loughborough) to country life would be great, and he 
trusted the parishioners would be as lenient as possible to him, but at the 

same time, speak as plainly to him as he intended to speak to them. 
Newbold was now established officially as having its own remote Anglican 

place of worship, in conjunction with St. Matthew’s, the mother church, 
although the Rev. Dane when much later writing about the history of the 
church, did record that a license for “Divine Worship” in the schoolrooms was 

issued at the time restoration of the church took place in 1890. 
 

To be strictly correct, the dedicated schoolroom should probably have been 
referred to as a “Mission Room”, where in Christianity, organized efforts for 
the propagation of a particular faith were made away from the mother 

church. In fact, that description was used later in relation to A Mission 
Room at Griffydam. A former resident of Newbold who is a member of the 

Griffydam History group also recalls services still taking place at the school 
when she was a little girl which was probably at the time when the Rev. 

Henry A. Dane was the Vicar from 1949 to 1971. He lived at the old vicarage 
in Newbold which unfortunately was demolished and replaced by modern 
housing.  

 
By Christmas 1888 the dedicated schoolroom now contained a pulpit, reading 

desk and lectern, and for the Christmas evening service, these were 
described as being very tastefully decorated (principally in white wool and 
holly), the pulpit now bearing the text, “Emmanuel”, in red letters. Another 
text spanned the end of the room, “Jesus the Son of the Highest”. The lamp 
standards and walls had not been forgotten, and the school presented a very 

pretty appearance. The Vicar officiated at the service preaching upon the 
word “Emmanuel”. 
 

The schoolrooms were used to hold numerous and varied functions besides 
parochial matters such as the Temperance Society and British and Foreign 

bible Society meetings for example.  
 
In the first week in March 1889 a CRICKET CLUB CONCERT was held in the 

schoolrooms but it didn’t seem to be much related to cricket. -  The concert 
was described as being most successful with the different items of the 

programme being much appreciated by the crowded audience. A pianoforte 
solo was played by Miss Cuthbert of Coleorton, and duets by Miss Cuthbert 
and Mr. Cuthbert. Songs were sung by Miss Garratt (Melbourne) and by the 

Misses Cutler and Godby and Messrs. Brown and Peplow, of Coalville, Mr. S  
Brown ably officiating as accompanist. Violin solos were freely executed by 

Mr. Williscroft, of Ashby, and a quartette party, consisting of Mrs. Palmer, 
Miss Cutler, and Messrs. Nunley and Peplow, contributed to the evening’s 
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enjoyment. An attractive feature of the concert was the appearance, for the 
fist time in Worthington, of Messrs. Price and Bellward, the well known 

character vocalists, whose performances “brought down the house”. At the 
close of the concert a vote of thanks was proposed by the Vicar (the Rev. R. 

A. Parsons) to Mr. Nunley and the members of the Coalville Choral Union, 
and to the other performers. This was very heartily accorded, and the 
audience joined in singing “God save the Queen”. 
 
Two bazaars in aid of the restoration of Worthington Church were held at the 

schoolrooms in July 1899. During the course of the first bazaar, the Rev. R. 
A. Parsons made a statement as to the objects of the bazaar. He said that 
although the parish of Worthington was a secluded and distant one they did 

not feel altogether neglected, for in every work they had attempted they had 
always found a great many ready and willing helpers. It was one of the few 

parishes where they did not happen to be a resident land owner, and yet 
they had nothing to complain of on that ground, because those who owned 
land in the parish were amongst their most ready and foremost supporters. 

The parish was split up into four parts, and that constituted one of the 
difficulties with which they had to contend, the four parts being widely 

separated. The church stood in the village of Worthington proper, and 
unfortunately it seemed to be in the spot where the smallest part of the 

parish lived.  
 
At Newbold, the schoolrooms provided an Anglican place of worship for local 

people on Sundays, but at Griffydam (a mile and a half distant) there 
was no such place, and they very much hoped, that by the time the 

church was restored, to erect a “Mission Room” in that part of the 
parish. 
 

As to the proposed “Mission Room” for Griffydam, he felt that it was 
a matter of the very great necessity that accommodation should be 

found for the people in that struggling part of the parish. He 
therefore earnestly appealed to those present to help to provide a 
place suitable for them and to carry forward the work of the church 

 
From reading between the lines it seemed to the author, that the Rev. 

Parsons felt the Anglican faith needed to be promoted more within the 
parish. This was not surprising when one considers the influence of non-
conformism in the locality with well supported chapels established in:- 

 
Worthington village –  Wesleyan Methodist 

Griffydam -   Wesleyan Methodist 
Griffydam -   Wesleyan Reform 
Gelsmoor -   Providence Chapel (Wesleyan Methodists) 

 
A most unusual series of meetings took place from February 1888, in the 

Reading-rooms at Newbold entitled “Smoking Concerts”. These concerts were 
live performances, usually of music, before an audience of men only, popular 
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during the Victorian era. These social occasions were instrumental in 
introducing new musical forms to the public. At these functions, men would 

smoke and speak of politics while listening to live music. The rooms were 
well filled for the first meeting, and a number of those present contributed 

songs and recitations etc. Coffee and tobacco were provided, and a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening was spent. During the proceedings, the Vicar 
and Mr. J. Cartwright, of Loughborough, paid a visit to the room and gave 

short addresses.  
 

It is thought that the Reading-rooms were not based in the 
schoolrooms. Surely it was unlikely that a smoking room would have 
been allowed within the school premises. 

 
Parish and reading rooms were recorded as being built in the village of 

Worthington in the late 1880s and Ralph Walker a senior resident of the 
village described the Village Institute (presumably the parish rooms) as a 
long wooden building standing about fifty yards up from the lockup on the 

opposite side.  
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THE GRIFFYDAM CHURCH OF ENGLAND SPONSORED 
“MISSION” AND “READING” ROOMS 

 
It was reported in early February 1888 that encouraging signs of increased 

activity were apparent in the parish work of Worthington, owing mainly to 
the personal exertions and influence of the new Vicar, the Rev. R. A. Parsons. 
The Vicar was clearly keen to promote the Anglican faith in 

Griffydam, that bastion of Methodism, with the result that new 
“Reading Rooms” were opened there by him in the first week of 

February 1888 which met a long-felt want.  
 
A large audience was in attendance and after a hymn and prayer the Vicar 

delivered a short address based on the words “Whatever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God”. In the course of his remarks, the Rev, speaker dwelt on the 
fact that man was a complex being, consisting of a soul, mind and body, 
each of which require nourishment and development.  
 

Mr. Parsons advised every man to read the Bible and a fair newspaper. He 
afterwards declared the Reading-room open, and thirteen residents of 

Griffydam were appointed a committee of management. He thanked the 
audience for the magazines and books which they had provided. At the time 

of writing, it is not known where the reading rooms were located but it now 
seems likely that it was in the same building as the “Mission Room”, details 
of which follow. 

 
In a report on the expenditure of the restoration and re-opening of St. 

Matthews Church in July 1891, the Rev. R. A Parsons was highly 
congratulated on the success which had attended his perseverance and 
energy in so worthy a cause. It also goes on to say that a “Mission 
Room” at Griffydam and a parish room at Worthington has been 
acquired, and the outlay upon these has had to be obtained concurrently 

with the larger amount required for the restoration of the church. 
 
Just a reminder that a “Mission Room” is where in Christianity, organized 

efforts for the propagation of a particular faith were made away from the 
mother church.  

 
We have fortunately been able to confirm the location of the “Mission and 
reading Rooms” as being on Middle Road at Griffydam, based on information 

contained in the 1911 census. They were the middle cottage of the block of 
three shown directly between numbers 504 and 505 in the map on the 

following page. On page 10 is an enlarged section of the map which gives 
details of the occupants of all three cottages in the block in 1911.  
 



 9 

 
O/S Map showing Griffydam as it would have been in 1911 
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Enlarged section of the map on previous page 
 

The 1911 census confirms that the following families lived in the above 

properties marked A, B, and C. The 1911 census also confirms that Frederick 
and Zilpha Hodges and their family lived in the “Mission Room House” which 
is shown as being property B below. However, with the evidence to hand, it 
is not possible to categorically prove who lived in which property. Therefore, 
although the house numbers are not in sequence, the following has been 

based on family size and age in relation to property size. If further evidence 
comes to light, they will be changed to suit. 
 

A –  This cottage, numbered 28 on the 1911 census sheet, with a postal 

address of Middle Road, Griffydam, was occupied by – Isiah (41) and Alice 
(40) Hodges and their children Joseph Isiah (14), Alice Evelyn (6), William 

(4), Eliza Hannah (2), and Sarah Ann (less than 2 months) 
The property had 4 rooms including a kitchen if it had one (scullery not 
counted). 

B – Named “Victoria Cottage”, and numbered 30 on the 1911 census sheet, 

but with a postal address of “Mission Room House”, Griffydam on the 
schedule cover sheet, was occupied by - Frederick (43) and Zilpha (40) 
Hodges and their children – Frederick (18), Thomas W (14), Lilly (13), Arthur 

(11) and Bernard (6). 
The property had 6 rooms including a kitchen, if it had one (scullery not 

counted).  

C – This cottage, numbered 29 on the 1911 census sheet, with a postal 

address of Middle Road, Griffydam, was occupied by – Thomas (32) and 
Sarah Ann (31) Hodges with their children Thomas Wilmot (8), Zilpha (7), 
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and Fred (2). The children are shown in the following pic standing outside the 
cottage. 

This property had 4 rooms including a kitchen if it had one (scullery not 
counted). From the mullion windows, it is likely that this was the first 

property built as a detached residence and numbers 28 and 30 were added 
at a later date. 
 

 
 

1911 census 
 

 

 

Three of Thomas and Sarah Ann Hodge’s children – Thomas, Fred and Zilpha from 

left to right – They are thought to have lived in the cottage on the left.  

 
********* 
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Following the opening of the restored St. Matthews Church in July 1891, 
nothing further has been found about the Rev. R. A. Parsons, but on March 

17th 1892, only 9 months after the restoration of the church, the Rev. Arthur 
Lee Sparkes M.A., was assigned to the living.  

 
The Rev. Sparkes was obviously a well travelled gentleman as in November 
1892, he delivered a lecture at Long Whatton upon his 25,000 (??) miles of 

travel by land in the interior of South America. Numerous items from his 
travel were on display including bird’s eggs from the forests, skins, bows 

and arrows, pottery, mats, lace, feathers, working rings etc. 
 
In December 1892, the Vicar presided over the entertainment in aid of the 

Christmas tree fund for the children in the village which proved so popular 
that a repeat performance took place a few days later. The Tableaux included 

representations of Mephistopheles (Mr. May), Faust (Mr. Mosedale), 
Marguerite (Miss Jalland), a group of children depicting nursery stories; 
execution of Mary Queen of Scots, Joan of Arc, Pygmalion and Galatea, and 

the musical tableaux, “Where are you going my pretty maid”, the latter 
rendered by Mr. W. Knight and Miss C. Sparkes. In the intervals songs were 

given by Messrs, Bellward, Cuthbert, May, and Miss Scott, with piano solos 
by Miss Sparkes.  

 

On the Friday of the first week in January 1893, a library for the village of 
Worthington was formally opened under the presidency of the vicar, Rev. A.  

L. Sparkes. Earl Ferrers, who was lord of the manor at that time, evinced 
much interest in the library, but there was only a small attendance. It was 

announced that some valuable books had been presented by Mr. Wm. Harris, 
of Leicester. Afterwards, a large Christmas tree was dismantled, and 
250 children were presented with a toy, an orange and a bun each. 

 
Another event of note at Worthington was the New Years Day Party in 1894. 

An enjoyable evening was spent by the young people on New Year’s Day. 
After a substantial tea provided by Mrs. J. Knight, the vicar (Rev. A. L. 
Sparkes) distributed the prizes to members of the sewing and cutting–out 

class held under the County Council last winter, and the County Council 
certificates to those who had regularly attended the class in practical 

cooking. The following received handsome work-baskets as prizes for success 
in sewing and cutting out to Mrs. Hartshorne, Mrs. Knight, Misses Bradford, 
Birch and Springthorpe. Certificates for practical cookery were presented to 

Mrs. Rothwell, Mrs. Davy, Misses E. Loakin, C. Springthorpe, A. Birch, M. 
Birch, S. Birch, S. A. Sketchley, Carrie Walker, Edith Walker, Eunice Sparkes, 

Marianne Sparkes, E. Bailey and B. Leedham. After the distribution there was 
an exhibition of knitting machines, followed by a dance. 
 

 


