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PREFACE 
 
Coleorton is presently a widespread village in North West Leicestershire and when the 2011 
census was taken it had a population of 1,177.  It has a great deal of interesting social and 
industrial history, much of which has already been documented in various publications by the 
author of this book 
 

The evolution of Coleorton is an extremely complex subject, and much of the historical research 
data available can be conflicting and there are major gaps in what research material the author 
has been able to find.  

What follows is the authors own interpretation of events and he appreciates other people may put 
forward alternative views in certain areas. Hopefully, what has been written will act as a catalyst 
to inspire other like minded amateur researchers to join in the exploration of this fascinating 
subject.  

 

An 1835 O/S map with a key is included on pages 18 and 19 which will enable the 
reader to understand the locations of Orton Sawcey (formally Overtone & 
Overtone Sauce/ Sawcy/ Sawcey) and Orton Quarter – Mars (formally Overtone 
Quatremars) in particular. 

On page 20, an extract from John Speed’s map of Leicestershire dated 1611 
shows Collerton and Overton Saucy marked. 

 
 

 
AT ONE TIME, COLEORTON MUST HAVE BEEN A DIRTY AND FOREBODING PLACE 

The celebrated chronicler Camden writing in 1586 stated... ‘Nor must we forget Cole Overton the 
residence of Henry de Beaumont. This place has its surname from the coal dug here like 
hardened bitumen, which yields much profit to the Lord of the Manor and supplies all the 
neighbourhood far and near with fireing’. In 1607, he noted that coalmining had been thriving at 
Coleorton for decades “to the lord of the manor’s great profit”. 

In  William Burton’s “Description of Leicestershire” published in 1622, he comments that coal was 
found on the surface before the days of King Henry III, and distributed around the countryside by 
donkey pannier. Burton tells us that “These coal mines in the beginning of the raigne of King 
Henry the Eighth (as I have heard reported) did burne many years together, and could not be 
quenched, until that sulphurous and brimstony matter (whereupon it wrought) was utterly 
exhausted and consumed”. 
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THE ROMANS TO THE NORMAN CONQUEST 
 

Many of the existing villages in Leicestershire were established in Roman times or earlier, as 
well-dispersed settlements, and besides the few major highways created, a large system of 
secondary roads gradually came into existence to serve local needs. This opened up the partially 
wooded forests and open moorland, albeit in a small way, to exploitation. More recent 
archaeological research has indicated that population and settlement in Roman Britain was much 
more extensive than previously thought, and would have exerted a considerable influence on the 
local countryside. 

The Romans were known to have mined lead, fluorspar and iron ore in Derbyshire from about 80 
AD. It is assumed that they mined some coal from outcrops or shallow pits to use in the smelting 
of the ore, metallurgy and smithy work, lime burning and domestic heating. They were known to 
have been active in the Ashby, Ravenstone and Thringstone areas, and it is quite possible that 
they were also using surface coal in small quantities from the Coleorton area, particularly as the 
Coleorton coalfield is significant for the large number of outcropping coal seams in this small 
area. There is very little evidence of pre-historic or Roman occupation, but it is likely that the 
heaths which dominated much of the area in the Middle Ages (e.g.; Normanton-Le-Heath / 
Donington-Le-Heath) were cleared of woodland at an early stage of pre-history. 

The Dark Ages, between the rule of Rome and the Norman Conquest was a period of disorder in 
Britain, and throughout this time and beyond, the settlement pattern was constantly changing. 
There would still have been considerable areas of woodland by the time the Anglo-Saxons 
infiltrated the area. They were industrious farmers and tackled even the heaviest soils, 
establishing an agricultural landscape with field systems, route ways and villages. The “ton” and 
“worth” names are evidence of their settlements, but there was still plenty of room for the “bys” 
and “thorps” to be founded by the Scandinavian invaders of the 9th and early 10th centuries.  

By the time of the Norman Conquest, the area would have been thinly populated, and we can 
imagine the area between Ashby, Breedon and Whitwick as being partially wooded with some 
open moorland and scattered villages, around which would have been extensive field cultivation.  

Goats and sheep for example would have grazed on the open moorland, and encouraged the 
extension of treeless landscape. Pigs were provided with woodland panage, and oxen were the 
beasts of burden. The use of timber and woodland products would have been widespread, and it 
is likely that early exploitation of readily accessible coal from outcrops would have been carried 
on in small scale operations. An outcrop is where main coal seams meet the surface. 

.  
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THE 1085 / 86 DOMESDAY SURVEY 

The Domesday survey of England was carried out in the years 1085 -1086 on the orders of 
William the Conqueror (William l) 1066-1087. This followed the Norman Conquest of Britain in 
1066 when Harold Godwin was defeated at the Battle of Hastings. The Domesday Book is a 
manuscript that recorded the great survey of much of England and parts of Wales, which was 
started in 1085 and completed in 1086. While spending the Christmas time of 1085 in Gloucester, 
William had deep speech with his counselors’ and sent men all over England to each shire to find 
out what, or how much each landholder had in land and livestock, and what it was worth. 

One of the main purposes of the survey was to determine who held what, and what taxes had 
been liable under Edward the Confessor. The judgment of the Domesday assessors was final—
whatever the book said about who held the material wealth or what it was worth was the law, and 
there was no appeal. It was written in Latin, although there were some vernacular words inserted 
for native terms with no previous Latin equivalent, and the text was highly abbreviated. Richard 
Fitz Nigel, writing around the year 1179, stated that the book was known by the English as 
"Domesday", that is the Day of Judgment, and that is the spelling used in this publication. 

The Reeve from a manor and six peasants were questioned for every manor visited. A Reeve 
was a type of farm manager in modern day terms. The inquisitors were required to ask the 
following questions amongst other things:- 

- How many ploughs are there in the manor? 
- How many mills and fish ponds? 
- How many Freemen, Villagers and Slaves are there in the manor? 
- How much woodland, pasture and meadow? 
- What does each Freeman own in the meadow? 
- How much is the manor worth? 

The Domesday Book contains records for 13,418 settlements in English counties. 

Coleorton, which was recorded as being named Ovretone at that time, was mentioned in two 
sections of the Domesday book, and the two major land owners were recorded as - Henry de 
Ferraris (Ferrers) and Robert of Bucy (de Buci). The Lordship of the manor of “Ovretone” at 
this time had 480 acres of ploughland, and 20 acres of woodland. Ovretone was presumably the 
French interpretation of Overtone, as it was subsequently spelt. 

The assessors noted everything of value, but there was no mention of coal or coal 
mining. However, it is almost certain that outcropping of coal was being carried out at the time, 
albeit in a small way. It is probable that when the survey was carried out, no mining was actually 
taking place, as during the summer months the labourers worked on the land ‘farming’. In the 
winter months they would have gathered the coal at the outcrop for the lord of the manor. Of 
course, the chief fuel for cooking and warmth at the time would have been wood, and remained 
so for many years.  It is possible that coal, being of a secondary nature, and not thought valuable, 
was a perquisite for tenants in the same way as peat or brushwood, and therefore not mentioned. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_FitzNigel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_FitzNigel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Judgement
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The following table has been included with the intention of providing the reader 
with a better understanding of the chronological events covered in the 

subsequent explanatory text. 

THE EVOLUTION OF COLEORTON 
FROM THE DOMESDAY SURVEY OF 1085 / 86 

 

HENRY DE FERRERS 
OWNED 250 ACRES OF LAND 

IN OVERTONE 

THE DOMESDAY 
SURVEY 1085 

ROBERT DE BUCI 
LORD OF THE MANOR  

OF OVERTONE 
OWNED 500 ACRES OF LAND 

OVERTONE LAND LEASED TO 
MEGINTA 

THE DOMESDAY 
SURVEY 1085 

OVERTONE LAND LEASED TO 
WARIN WHO BECAME LORD OF 

THE MANOR 

 1130 ROBERT DE BUCIS’ LAND IN 
OVERTONE PASSED ONTO 

RICHARD BASSET 

 1166 LUCAS DE QUATREMARS 
OWNED 1440 ACRES OF LAND IN 

OVERTONE AND GODSBY. 
LUCAS HAD 4 CHILDREN - 
WILLIAM, ADAM, ADA AND 

AGNES 

THE LAND PASSED THROUGH 
NUMEROUS PEOPLE OVER A 

PERIOD OF TIME UNTIL COMING 
INTO POSSESION OF THE 

SALCEY / SAWCY / SAUCY / 
SAUCEY / SAUCE FAMILY, 
INCLUDING ROBERT DE LA 

SAUCE.  THIS AREA OF 
OVERTONE SUBSEQUENTLY 

BECAME KNOWN AS OVERTON 
SAUCE AND WAS SEPARATE 

FROM OVERTON QUATREMARS. 

c.1209 - 1235 WILLIAM DE QUATREMARS  
THOUGHT TO BE THE SON OF 
LUCAS ABOVE, BECAME THE 
ADVOWSON / LORD OF THE 

MANOR OF OVERTONE c.1209 
AND THE NAME WAS CHANGED 
TO OVERTONE  QUATREMARS . 

WILLIAM HELD IT TILL 1235 

 1235. ADAM DE QUATREMARS, SON 
OF LUCAS, INHERITED OVERTON 

QUATREMARS  FROM HIS 
BROTHER WILLIAM ON HIS 

DEATH, AND BECAME LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

 1235 GEOFFREY MAUREWARD 
MARRIED ADA DE QUATREMARS 
(DAUGHTER AND ONLY CHILD OF 

ADAM DE QUATREMARS) IN 
1235.   

 c.1243 to c.1254. IN c.1243 GEOFFREY 
MAUREWARD INHERITED 

THROUGH HIS WIFE ADATHE 
ADVOWSON / LORD OF THE 

MANOR FROM ADAM DE 
QUATREMARS ON HIS DEATH 
(WITHOUT MALE ISSUE). HE 

HELD THE MANOR TILL c.1254. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

c.1254 to ? JOHN CLAREL (SUB-DEACON) 
HELD CERTAIN LANDS IN 

OVERTON QUATREMARS BUT 
SIR WILLIAM MAUREWARD Kt.  

WAS  LORD OF THE MANOR  

IN 1322 ALAN LE ZOUCH HELD 
OVERTON SAUCE AS A HAMLET 
OF ASHBY  
 
 
 

1322                                      c.1303                        SIR WILLIAM MAUREWARD 
JUNIOR HELD  THE GRANT OF 

FREE-WARREN AND WAS LORD 
OF THE MANOR 
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JOHN LE ARCHER  
LORD OF OVERTONE SAUCE 

IN 1335 
 
 

1335                                       c.1328. SIR WILLIAM MAUREWARD 
JUNIOR GRANTED HIS MANOR 

OF OVERTON QUATREMARS TO 
HIS SON JOHN MAUREWARD. 

 1346. JOHN MAUREWARD DIED 
WHILST HOLDING THE MANOR IN 
EXTENT OF THE CASTLE OF 
ROCKINGHAM 

 1426 THE LORDSHIP OF THE MANOR 
STAYED IN THE HANDS OF THE 
MAUREWARD FAMILY TILL 1426  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1426-1457 IN 1426 SIR THOMAS BEAUMONT 
INHERITED THE MANOR 

THROUGH MARRIAGE TO 
PHILIPPINE (AKA PHILIPPA) 

MAUREWARD. SHE WAS THE 
DAUGHTER OF THOMAS 
MAUREWARD, WHO WAS 
MARRIED TO ELIZABETH 

ODDING SELES. THOMAS WAS  
THE SON OF WILLIAM 

MAUREWARD  

 
 

1457-1464 
 

SIR JOHN BEAUMONT (SON OF  
SIR THOMAS ) HELD THE MANOR 

 
 
 

1464-1485 FROM 1464 TO 1485, EDWARD lV 
GRANTED THE MANOR TO 

RICHARD HASTINGS  

 1485 -1531 FROM 1485 TO 1531, THE MANOR 
WAS RE-INSTATED TO SIR JOHN 
BEAUMONT (SON OF SIR JOHN 

ABOVE) BY HENRY Vll. 

WILLIAM SHELDON OWNED THE 
CHIEF RENTS OF OVERTON 
SAUCY AND HIS BROTHER 
RALPH OWNED PROPERTY 

1533                                 1531-1538 RICHARD BEAUMONT-LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

 1538-1585 NICHOLAS BEAUMONT-LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

 1585-1607 SIR HENRY BEAUMONT-LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

THE SHELDONS CONTINUED TO 
HOLD SIGNIFICANT AMOUNTS OF 
LAND AND COAL MINES FOR A 
LONG PERIOD OF TIME 

1607-1625 SIR THOMAS BEAUMONT, 1ST 
VISCOUNT OF SWORDS-LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

 1625-1658 SIR SAPCOTE BEAUMONT, 2ND 
VISCOUNT OF SWORDS-LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

 1658-1702  SIR THOMAS BEAUMONT, 3RD 
VISCOUNT OF SWORDS-LORD OF 
THE MANOR 

OVERTON SAUCY OWNED BY 
THOMAS SPARROW AND 
GEORGE SPARROW 

1734  

 1702-1737 SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT,4th 
BARONET OF STOUGHTON-LORD 
OF THE MANOR 

 1737-1738 REV LEWIS BEAUMON, 5TH 
BARONET OF STOUGHTON-LORD 
OF THE MANOR 

OVERTON SAUCY OWNED BY 
JAMES O’DELL AND LATER BY 
JAMES BURSLEM WHO DIED 1766 

1739  
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 1738-1762 SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT, 6TH 
BARONET OF STOUGHTON-LORD 
OF THE MANOR 

OVERTON SAUCY INCLUDING 
THE COAL MINES THEREIN WAS 
PURCHASED BY GODOLPHIN 
WILLIAM BURSLEM WHO DIED 
1809 

c.1770  

 1762-1827 SIR GEORGE HOWLAND 
BEAUMONT, 7TH BARONET OF 
STOUGHTON-LORD OF THE 
MANOR 

 1827-1845 SIR GEORGE HOWLAND 
WILLOUGHBY BEAUMONT, 8TH 
BARONET OF STOUGHTON-LORD 
OF THE MANOR 

 1845-1882 SIR GEORGE HOWLAND 
BEAUMONT, 9TH BARONET OF 
STOUGHTON-LORD OF THE 
MANOR 

 1882-1914 SIR GEORGE HOWLAND WILLIAM 
BEAUMONT, 10TH BARONET OF 
STOUGHTON-LORD OF THE 
MANOR 

 1914-1933 SIR GEORGE ARTHUR HAMILTON 
BEAUMONT, 11TH BARONET OF 
STOUGHTON-LORD OF THE 
MANOR – IN 1920 MOST OF THE 
BEAUMONT ESTATE WAS SOLD 
OFF. 

 1933-1947 SIR GEORGE HOWLAND 
FRANCIS BEAUMONT, 12TH 
BARONET OF STOUGHTON-LORD 
OF THE MANOR 

 1948 HALL AND GROUND SOLD TO 
THE NATIONAL COAL BOARD 
FOR THEIR AREA NO.7. 
HEADQUARTERS. 

   

 IT IS NOT AT ALL CLEAR WHEN THE VILLAGE NAME OF COLEORTON WAS FINALLY 
ARRIVED AT, BUT THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT THE NAMES COLLERTON (SEE JOHN 

SPEEDS MAP DATED 1611) AND COLLORTON (BLOOME’S MAP 1681) WERE IN USE IN 
THE AREA. THE NAME COLE-OVERTON WAS ALSO IN USE IN THE 16TH CENTURY. IN A 
1754 MAP OF CHARNWOOD FOREST IT REFERS TO COLE ORTON MOOR.  IN PRIOR’S 

MAP OF 1777, HE USES COLE ORTON. 
 

 IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE NAME WAS FINALISED DURING THE YEARS AFTER THE 
BEAUMONTS CAME INTO POSSESION OF ALL THE LANDS IN THE AREA INCLUDING 

COLLORTON / COLLERTON, OVERTON SAUCE AND OVERTON MAUREWARD, AND THEY 
WERE EVENTUALLY COMBINED INTO THE MANOR / VILLAGE OF  

COLE ORTON, (LATER COMBINED TO COLEORTON IN THE MID 20TH CENTURY) 

 
COLEORTON HALL AND MUCH OF THE SURROUNDING MANOR / VILLAGE REMAINED IN 
THE HANDS OF THE COLEORTON BEAUMONTS FOR OVER 400 YEARS, UNTIL FINALLY 
IN 1948, THE HALL AND GROUNDS WERE SOLD TO THE NATIONAL COALBOARD FOR 
£33,000. IN 1920, MUCH OF THE LAND AND PROPERTY WITHIN THE MANOR / VILLAGE 

HAD ALREADY BEEN SOLD BY THE ESTATE. 

 

 



 9 

HENRY de FERRERS  
(OWNED 250 ACRES OF LAND IN OVERTONE – DOMESDAY SURVEY 1085) 
 
Henry de Ferrers, who, apart from owning land within “Overtone”, also owned land at what are 
now Stretton, Donisthorpe, Worthington, Osgathorpe and Ravenstone. His fertile land remained a 
separate township for a long period prior to being eventually included as part of what became the 
Parish of Coleorton. The land held by Henry was recorded as 170 acres of Ploughland (one 
“Ploughland” or “Carrucate” was equivalent to 100-120 acres at that time), and about 10 acres of 
Woodland. All of this land was let to a woman by the name of “Meginta”, and about 120 acres of 
wasteland which had been let to “Roger”. Roger’s land was recorded as taxable, so it must have 
been productive, and was possibly used for rough grazing.  
 
This land passed through numerous people over a period of time, until coming into possession of 
the Salcey / Sawcy / Saucey family (various spellings appear), including Robert de la Sauce. 
They were major land owners in Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. This area of Overtone 
subsequently became known as Overtone Sauce, presumably established by Robert de la Sauce 
or his predecessors. 
 
There are certain records which refer to Overton Saucey as being a manor in its own right. 
The author leans towards the view that this was the case until later in the period of the 
Coleorton Beaumonts’ when they inherited / took possession of the majority of all the 
lands in the area that was eventually to become the village of Coleorton. 
 
In 1322 Alan Le Zouch reportedly held Overton Sauce as a hamlet of Ashby-De-La-Zouch. 
 
In 1335, John le Archer was lord of “Overton Sauce”. In the National Archives the following is 
recorded  - “Grant by Edward lll to John le Archer of the right of free Warren in his demesne lands 
in Hoarton (Overton Saucy), co. Leics and Tanworth and escott, co.warws. Dated at Newcastle-
Upon-Tyne. Great seal attached by silk cords 17 Nov 1335.  
 
In the feudal system, “demesne” from the old French demeine, and ultimately from Latin 
dominus, means "lord, master of a household", and was all the land, not necessarily all 
contiguous to the manor house, which was retained by a lord of the manor for his own use and 
support, under his own management, as distinguished from land sub-enfeoffed by him to others 
as sub-tenants.  
 
The use of the word Hoarton in the above is the only occasion that the author has come 
across this in his research. Presumably that is where the Orton in Coleorton originated 
from. 
 

THE SHELDONS 
 
In 1533 William Sheldon owned the chief rents of Overton Saucey (eventually became part of 
Coleorton) and his brother and successor Ralph was also an extensive property owner in Overton 
Saucey in the last quarter of the century. Records suggest that the Sheldons continued to own 
significant amounts of property and coal mines in Coleorton for most of the 17th century. 
 
In view of the dominance of the Beaumonts and Willoughbys at Coleorton and Newbold, it is 
surprising to discover that even there, other pits existed outside their control. Some of these were 
referred to with some annoyance by George Willoughby in a letter to Sir Francis Beaumont in 
1570 in which he said “Mr. Sheldon’s and Mr. Winter’s pits have done much hurt this year than 
ever they did before, and so I fear hereafter will yearly do hurt”. The Winter family owned the 
manor of Worthington for many years, so it is likely that some of the pits referred to lay in the 
Newbold area. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subinfeudation
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There is every indication that Swannington was as an important centre as Coleorton, and might 
have been capable of an output of 8,000 tons of coal. If the pits of Sheldon and Winter at 
Coleorton and Worthington respectively were sufficiently important to cause George Willoughby 
concern, they must have had a significant output. 
 
In the seventeenth century, apart from the Beaumonts, the Sheldons also continued to operate 
pits on their Coleorton (Overton Saucey) estate, generally leaving the business in the hands of 
their tenant farmers.  
 
In 1638, William Sheldon, having recently inherited the lands, leased one of the farms to Robert 
Wilkins of Coleorton. It included arable lands in three open fields and various closes, meadows 
and pastures known as Ferney Piece, Colepit close, Partree Close, Birchin Close, Nether Close, 
New Close, and Lying Crofts, some of which contained coal pits. 
 
In 1661, when Robert Wilkin’s son William renewed the lease for 99 years, he agreed to pay a fee 
of £60, an annual rent of £3  6s  8d and to allow Ralph Sheldon free access to any parts of the 
farm in order to dig coal pits and fell timber. The latter agreed however, to pay William 20 Marks 
per annum to act as his mine bailiff, provided he would supervise the working and maintenance of 
the pits whenever they were in use.  
 
Moreover, George Sheldon owned a pit on Thringstone Moor, lying between Coleorton Carr, 
Swannington Moor and Sir Edward Aston’s land, and another pit in Overton Quatermarsh 
(became part of Coleorton) between Parson’s Close and another “great water pit” developed 
jointly by Ralph Sheldon and Richard Beaumont. 
 
The last record we have of the Sheldon’s in Coleorton was when a Messr’s Richard Parrot and 
John Metcalfe were negotiating for the purchase of the manor of Overton Saucey (became part of 
Coleorton). In 1730 this was finalised with property changing hands for £3,400, when Parrot and 
Metcalfe became co-owners, with William Sheldon proving a mortgage of £2,000.  
 

The Sheldons were very much involved in the early productive mining of coal in Coleorton from 
the early sixteenth century which continued for around two hundred years. As a result of contact 
made between Kenneth Sheldon, a descendant of the family and the author, Kenneth has kindly 
contributed details of the history of the Sheldon’s from his own genealogical research. This 
provides fascinating reading and it appears that like the Beaumonts, they are one of the few 
families in England whose tree is firmly rooted in the soil of the days of “William the Conqueror”. 
 

Cont’d on page 12 
 
 

A UNIQUE HISTORY OF THE SHELDONS by KENNETH SHELDON 
 
In medieval England, the Sheldons of Warwickshire and Worcestershire were something of a 
rarity – they were Anglo Saxons who prospered and in time ranked among the wealthiest in the 
land. Their fortunes waxed and waned over nigh on a thousand years before the line abruptly 
died out in the early 20th century. 
 
They first appeared in the parish of Sheldon, now a busy suburb of Birmingham, but back in the 
early years of Norman rule it was a simple rural village. A well-managed village, though, as 
records show it was one of the few manors to have prospered between the 1066 invasion and the 
time of the Domesday Survey in 1086. 
 
The family story begins with Owen de Scheldon, who appears in the Warwickshire Pipe Rolls of 
1189/90. Then Anselm de Scheldon is documented as lord of the manor in 1220, holding “half a 
knight’s fee”. He was succeeded by Henry de Scheldon, who in the 1250s built the first church in 
the village, dedicated to St Giles. 
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Sir Henry, as he became later, was entrusted by the king, Edward I, with various duties, including 
acting as a King’s Commissioner, an early equivalent of a circuit judge, in Warwickshire and 
Leicestershire. 
 
Around the time of the Black Death, a Ralph Sheldon moved his family to nearby Rowley Regis in 
Staffordshire. During the reign of Henry IV (1399-1413), one of his descendants, John, also 
moved on, leasing the manor at Abberton in Worcestershire, due in no small part to his marriage 
to Joana de Cotton, the daughter of the wealthy Norman John Cotton of Cotton Hall, Cheshire. 
 
During the reign of Edward IV (1461-1483), William Sheldon, the eldest son of Ralph and Joyce 
Sheldon of Abberton, purchased the manor of Beoley. 
 
This was the time of the Wars of the Roses and William was a great supporter of the House of 
York, which no doubt brought him into contact with Richard Neville, then Earl of Warwick and 
known as ‘Warwick the Kingmaker’, from whom William purchased Beoley. 
 
William fought alongside the ill-fated Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth and as a consequence 
was deprived of all his estates by the victorious Henry VII. Fortunately though, his lands were 
restored to him before his death in 1517. 
 
He died without issue, and Beoley, together with substantial other properties across the county, 
passed to his brother Ralph (1468-1546) who built sufficiently on his brother’s legacy to provide 
each of his sons with substantial lands and properties for their own families. 
 
The Sheldons had already acquired great wealth through their sheep farming and weaving 
activities, and Ralph, quite late in life, acquired land at Cole Orton in Leicestershire in around 
1533, possibly at the behest of his eldest son William, who benefited from the rental income. 
Thus began an association with the village that would last for some 200 years. 
 
That Ralph and William could see the potential for coal was far-sighted for Henry VIII’s time, since 
its use as a fuel did not come into general use until the reign of Charles I some 80 years later. 
 
In Ralph’s will, “all such Colles as be gotten at Colle Orton” were bequeathed to William (c1500-
1575), who took the Sheldon name to the zenith of its power and influence. A contemporary of 
William described him as “the richest commoner in England”, who used his inherited wealth 
to build a vast portfolio or properties and investments. 
 
He was also fully involved in day-to-day life in Tudor England, serving variously as solicitor to 
Catherine Parr, the only one of Henry VIII’s six wives to survive him, as MP for Worcestershire in 
the 1540s and 50s, a noted solicitor, a justice of the peace, the holder of a number of crown 
appointments and a businessman whose interests ranged from salt to weaving to mining. 
 
Though clearly a wealthy and powerful man, William also had a philanthropic side and was keen 
to see new industries develop to provide means by which future generations might make a living 
for themselves and their families. He financed the setting up of tapestry weaving at Barcheston, 
Warwickshire, recruiting those skilled in the art from continental Europe to pass on their 
knowledge to local weavers. 
 
What became known as Sheldon Tapestries were prized possessions in many of the great 
houses. To this day, some fine examples of the work can be found in many local and national 
museums. 
 
He also deplored a practice employed by many of his wealthy land-owning contemporaries in the 
Midlands, by which they purchased large tracts of land and ‘emparked’ it, force-evicting tenants, 
farmers and, in some cases entire villages, in order to retain the land for their exclusive use. His 
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own father in law had done just such a thing when he secured the manor of Barcheston in 1507, 
depopulating the village to provide pasture for his sheep. 
 
In his own, lengthy will, William had more to say on the subject of mining, declaring: “Whereas I 
have compounded with Mr. Winter and the Earl of Huntingdon to make a sough or drain in Cole 
Orton to get coals there from, my executors are to continue making the same as the coal will be 
beneficial to my heirs and a great commodity to a great number of the Queen’s Majesty’s 
(Elizabeth I) subjects to have the said coals at reasonable prices for their fuel, my son, Ralph, to 
have the issues of my Manor of Cole Orton and of the said Coal mine, in taile maile, with 
contingent remainders.” 
 
There is some evidence to suggest that William also invested in mining in the Warwickshire coal 
fields, notably around Bedworth. 
 

Continuation from page 10 
 
In 1734, Overton Saucey was purchased by George and Thomas Sparrow. 
 
In 1739 James O’Dell of Finchley purchased the Manor and later that year sold it to James 
Burslem. 
 
Shortly after his father William Burslems’ death in 1781, his eldest son Godolphin William 
Burslem purchased the Manor of Overton Sawcey including the coal mines therein. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION - THE BOULTBEES’ 
 
The most outstanding colliery owner and manager in the area after 1760 was undoubtedly 
Joseph Boultbee of Coleorton, whose family had been closely associated with the Beaumont’s of 
Coleorton since the early years of the century. One branch of the family continued to occupy 
Stordon Grange between Osgathorpe and Griffydam, and a history of Stordon Grange is included 
in a separate publication by the author on the website entitled…………….  
 
In 1757, Joseph Boultbee succeeded Gervase Yarwood as Sir George Beaumont’s Steward / 
Land Agent, and the following is only a synopsis of their rather unfortunate relationship:- 
 
Both Joseph Boultbee Snr. and Jnr. referred to below, accumulated a fortune leasing mines from 
the Beaumont’s. They were named after Joseph Boultbee of Griffydam (grandfather and great 
grandfather respectively). He accumulated a large fortune, and bequeathed a good estate to each 
of his sons.  
 
Joseph Boultbee’s connection with the Beaumont family and the old Coleorton Hall, is a story 
whose ramifications continued long after his death, indeed into the next century and also 
including his only son Joseph. It begins in 1757 when Joseph Senior was appointed as land 
agent to the Beaumont family estate in Leicestershire by Sir George Beaumont, 6th Baronet. In 
1760, Joseph was granted a 21 year lease of Beaumont’s Paddock Colliery farm and woods.  
 
This lease, a large parchment document, has survived in the Boultbee  family possession. In the 
same year, he leased Coleorton Hall from Sir George, despite it not being occupied since 1702, 
and not in a state of good repair. In 1762, Sir George died, leaving as heir, his only surviving son 
Sir George Howland Beaumont (7th Baronet of Stoughton), then aged nine, who lived with his 
mother at their other family home at Dunmow in Essex. 
 
The former lessee of the colliery had neglected it, the pit shaft was decayed and the mine water-
logged. Joseph installed a Newcomen engine to pump out the water, and carried out other work 
also at is own expense (The Newcomen atmospheric steam engine, which had been 
developed in 1705, helped to revolutionize the mining industry overnight, and provided an 
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immediate solution to drainage and ventilation problems). Joseph Boultbee’s rent was fixed 
at £140 per year with output set at 10,000 loads of coal annually. He also took over a second 
Beaumont colliery at £50 per year rent, but this colliery was said to be worth £1,000 a year. It was 
known as the “Newbold Field Colliery”. 
 
The local mines were, however, producing too much coal for the available market. Joseph leased 
one from Earl Ferrers, and in effect, closed it down, supplying the market with approximately 
13,400 loads of coal annually altogether (about 33,600 tons). His mining operations required 
capital to run them, and in 1771 he was loaned £10,000 by Sir Charles Sedley, who had initially 
borrowed it from Drummond’s Bank.  
 
By 1777, Sir Charles had repaid the Bank, so we must assume that Joseph had repaid him. 
Joseph’s financial transactions are quite astonishing, even today. In 1776, Thomas Noel, 2nd Lord 
Wentworth, raised a loan of £15,000 from Joseph and a further £5,000 a year later. In 
contemporary terms, these were enormous sums. 
 
By 1782 or 1783, Boultbee, without authority, removed the Newcomen engine from the colliery 
described above, and erected an engine in “Coleorton Field” at some distance from the former 
colliery, and began to work this colliery as well as the other one.  
 
Sir George Beaumont was travelling abroad at the time the 21 year lease was due for renewal on 
Paddock Colliery and didn’t return till 1784. Being informed of Boultbee’s application to renew the 
lease, and also learning of Boultbee’s establishment of a new colliery on Coleorton Field refused 
the application. 
 
By 1784, the Beaumont lease of the mines, etc., had been renewed, though after prolonged 
negotiations with the Beaumont family lawyer regarding the large difference between the 
permitted number of coal loads to be extracted and the actual number. The difference was 
attributed by Joseph to the difficulty of separating extractions from adjoining Beaumont and 
Boultbee coal seams. In 1789, Joseph Senior died, and his only son Joseph took over the 
Stewardship, having been associated with his father in the management of the estate and 
collieries. We shall now deal with Joseph the younger’s career out of its proper sequence, and 
only here in so far as it relates to the continuation of the Beaumont connection. 
 
Matters went on as before until 1791 when Sir George, whose interests were primarily artistic and 
political, visited his Leicestershire estate, probably for the first time. The reason was, that a new 
canal nearby, facilitating new markets for his coal, would be profitable to him. The state of the 
Hall must have been a shock for Sir George as it was in ruins, little was left of its park, and the 
whole estate was in a distressing condition. Subsequent inspections by a surveyor he employed, 
revealed further irregularities; timber had been sold off from the Beaumont woods, and brick 
making had used clay from deposits on the estate. 
 
Sir George was then faced with leaving things as they were, which provided him with an income 
of £2,000 per annum, or resorting to law for compensation. In 1793, Joseph was summoned from 
Bath to give account of his stewardship. However, it was not until 1797 that he was dismissed, 
and in the following year, legal proceedings for compensation were started by Sir George. The 
case finally came up in July, 1800, and Joseph was ordered to pay £20,000 as compensation for 
underpayments. This was not forthcoming, and the case came up again in the Court of Chancery 
in August, 1802. Joseph appealed unsuccessfully against that part of the verdict being back 
dated to his father’s time, though he was allowed to hand over one of his collieries as part 
payment. The original compensation was now reduced to some £15,000. 
 
The whole matter was not finally settled until 1805, the year before Joseph’s death, when the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Eldon, refused him increased wages or legal costs, though he allowed .Sir 
George interest on under payments only from 1798. With reference to wages, part of Joseph’s 
defence was that his salary as steward was only £20 a year, the same as that his father had 
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received for thirty years! These are the facts of this extraordinary story. 
 
In the judicial reviews of Beaumont v Boultbee, the following information is given which 
the writer felt was of interest - Joseph Boultbee Jnr. (defendant ) stated, that soon after the 
commencement of the lease, an estate called the Manor of Thringstone which included 
“Rotten Row”, and Peggs Green, which was adjoining the Plaintiff’s (Sir George 
Beaumont’s) estate at that time, was held forth for sale. That estate was supposed to 
contain valuable mines of coal, which might at a future time, be worked in competition 
with the Plaintiff’s estate. The price demanded was £2,000, though it produced a rent of no 
more than £10 per annum. The defendant’s father (Joseph Boultbee Snr.) proposed, that it 
should be purchased for the Plaintiff’s benefit, but that proposal being refused, the 
defendant’s father in 1764, purchased it for his own use for £1,600 from Mr. Busby. He 
later stated that Rotten Row and the Manor of Thringstone, ought undoubtedly to have 
been Sir George Beaumont’s purchase, and not mine, as his deep coal adjoining to it, can 
never be got to advantage without it. The area known as “Rotten Row”, was at that time 
part of the parish of Thringstone, but in 1884 became part of the parish of Coleorton and in 
1939 became part of the ecclesiastical parish of Coleorton. Peggs Green was also included 
in the purchase, as part of the manor of Thringstone which also came back into Coleorton 
parish in 1884. 
 

 
 

The above 1807 Thringstone and Peggs Green enclosure map (annotated by the 
author) shows the area of Peggs Green and Rotten Row. The latter was basically 

an island of land within the parish of Coleorton at that time. 
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ROBERT de BUCI  
(LORD OF THE MANOR OF OVERTONE & OWNED 500 ACRES OF LAND – 

DOMESDAY 1085 / 86 SURVEY) 
 
Robert de Buci is recorded in the Domesday book as holding the lordship of “Overtone”, but in 
1086, all his land, which equated to 4 carucates (480 acres of ploughland), plus 20 acres of 
woodland which (80 perches long and 40 broad), was sub-let to “Warin” under six ploughs. One 
plough was in the demesne, and two villains / villeins with 1 bordar had 1 plough. It is likely that 
Warin, as Lord of the Manor, would probably have had a manor house of basic timber 
construction. By 1130, Robert de Bucis’ land had been passed onto Richard Basset and by 1166 
the land was apparently owned by Lucas de Quatremars, who is recorded as owning 1100 acres 
of land in Overtone and Godsby at that time. The earliest record found of the “de Quatremars” 
lineage in England, which was recorded in the “Scutage Roll” of 1165, is Lucas (Luke) de 
Quatremars who was born c.1150. He was recorded as -  holding a Fief (fee) of Godfrey de Ridel) 
in Northampton in 1165. He is also recorded in 1166, in the “Red book of the Exchequer” - as 
holding 12 carucates of land in “Overton” and “Godsby”, from Geoffrey ll Ridel. Several records 
suggest that the de Quatremars lineage originated in Normandy, France and they came over to 
England with William l. 
 
Lucas (also recorded as Luke) de Quatremars, had 2 brothers named Godfrey and Ricardus. The 
records suggest that he fathered the following 4 children, who were possibly born in Elmsthorpe, 
Leics, as he was recorded as living there in the early years. The author has not been able to find 
who his wife was: -   
William (1168 – ?)  
Adam (1170 – ?)  
Ada (1172 - ?)  
Agnes (1173 - ?) – married William Charnels and had son named William.  
 
The following, in italics, is loosely translated from an agreement in Latin between the Abbot of 
Lilleshall and Lucas de Quatremars dated 1179 which is entered in the “Cartulary of Lilleshall 
Abbey, ed. Una Rees, Shropshire, 1997:- 
This is the final agreement made on the Monday preceding the feast of St.Peter made at 
Coventry in the reign of Henry ll, between Bishop Nicholas, Galfrido Eliens archdeacon and 
Weseby, Hos and Pyppard who are the Kings Justiciars. Lucas has given land to the Abbot and 
Canons of Lilleshall and that land lies between “Overton” and “Ashby-De-La-Zouch” and upon 
which there are some houses. You should know that Lucas for the love of his ancestors souls and 
the health of his own soul, renounces his and any claim of his heirs to that land and houses – it 
reads rather as though Lucas is aware that there might not be much time left to him and was 
possibly dying. 
 
It is thought that Lucas and all his children actually died in Overtone / Overtone Quatremars. 
Luke’s son William Quatremars held the lordship of “Overtone” by 1209, but was later succeeded 
in 1235 by his brother Sir Adam de Quatremars, as William is thought to have died in that year 
without male issue. 
  

In “The Fine Rolls of 19 Henry lll (C.60/34 28th Oct 1234 – 27th Oct 1235)”, the following 
statement appears on 1st Feb, Faversham, Kent for Adam de Quatremars. To the Sheriff of Kent:-  
Adam de Quatremars, brother and heir of William de Quatremars, has made fine with the King for 
40 shillings for his relief of the land that William held of the King in Chief in his bailwick and that 
falls to Adam by inheritance, and the King has received the homage for this. Order that, having 
accepted security from Adam for rendering the aforesaid 40 shillings to the King, he is to cause 
him to have full seisin of the aforesaid land with appurtenances, of which William was seised as 
of fee on the day he died. 
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Adam also held land in Kent which presumably was part of his inheritance from William. 
According to “The List of Knights fees in Kent” – “Johan de Cobeham held a fourth of one fee in 
Cobeham from Adam de Katremars (Quatremars), and Adam holds from “The King in Chief“. 
 
In 1235, a Geoffrey Maureward (1170-1250) married Ada de Quatremars, sister and heir of Sir 
Adam de Quatremars, following his death. Adam had therefore presumably died without male 
issue. The advowson / lordship of “Overtone Quatremars” passed into the Maureward family 
through Ada at a later date, probably c.1243. It appears that Ada was 63 and Geoffrey 65 years 
of age when this marriage took place. It is thought that by 1254, Ada and Geoffrey had died. 
 
The following is recorded in “the Fine Rolls 27 Henry lll (C 60/40 28th Oct 1242 – 27th Oct 1243) 
on July 22nd and addressed to the Sheriff of Kent –  
Geoffrey Maureward , who has taken to wife Ada, sister and heiress of Adam de Quatremares, 
has performed fealty to the King for a fourth part of a Knight’s fee with appurtenances in Cobham 
and Shorne which the aforesaid Adam held from the King in Chief, and he will do his homage to 
the King for them when the King returns to England. Order that, having accepted security from 
Geoffrey for rendering 25 shillings. To the king for his relief, he is to cause him to have such 
seisin of the aforesaid fourth part of a Knight’s fee as Adam had on the day he died. Witness W. 
Archbishop of York. 
 
There follows a rather interesting extract from the “Tower Records” (Roll No. 97 20th April 1254). 
This relates to Ralph Basset, a descendant of one of the earliest lords of the manor Richard 
Basset. He is clearly trying to lay claim to the manor. As this is recorded in 1254, the William 
Maureward referred to was most likely the son of Geoffrey Maureward :- 
 
Headed - "Jurata et Assisœ captœ apud Pontem Staunford, in Comitatu Northanton, in crastino 
Clausi Paschœ, coram Gilberto de Preston et Ranulpho de Kareby, anno XXXVIII." [20th April, 
1254.]M. 2. "Adhuc de assisis captis apud Brimgeston, in Comitatu Leyc." 
Leyc. An assize, &c., if Ralph Basset of Drayton, Ralph his son, Eustace de Folevill, William 
Basset, Roger Basset, James his brother, Robert de Drayton, and nineteen others named, had 
unjustly disseised William de la Ferté of the manor of Overton Quatremars, which had been 
demised to him for term of his life by one William Maureward for 20s. yearly rent ; and he 
produced the charter of the said William Maureward to that effect. Ralph Basset answered for all, 
and stated that William Maureward had demised the manor to William de la Ferté for six years 
which had expired, and had never demised it to him for his life. The jury state that William 
Maureward had formerly held the manor in his own hands, and had demised it to William de la 
Ferté for six years, which had expired at last Michaelmas day, and that the said William de la 
Ferté had come to Overton on the Saturday after the Nativity of the Virgin in this year, and had 
convoked the Curia of Overton, and had then produced a charter under the name of William 
Maureward which enfeoffed the said William de la Ferté of the manor for his life, and at the same 
time one Thomas de la Benneyfivere came into the Court and produced letters patent to put the 
same William de la Ferté in seisin of the said manor, according to the purport of the charter of the 
said William Maureward ; and that when Ralph Basset heard that William Maureward had died, 
he had come with the other defendants and taken the manor into his hands as capital lord ; and 
they say positively (precise) that William Maureward had never enfeoffed the said William de la 
Ferté of the said manor for his life, but that both the charters above named were drawn up by 
Thomas de la Benneyfevere without his knowledge, because he had been languishing in distant 
parts from that time until he died. Ralph Basset and the other defendants are therefore dismissed 
from the suit, and William and Thomas are in misericordiâ. Thomas was fined 20 marks; the fine 
of William does not appear. From: 'Plea Rolls for Staffordshire: 1251-55', Staffordshire Historical 
Collections, vol. 4 (1883), pp. 121-133. URL: http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=52390  Date accessed: 05 February 2014. 
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By 1283, the manor of “Overton Quatremars” had expanded. It comprised 540 acres of farmland, 
300 acres of woodland, 2 watermills, 2 ponds and the patronage of the Church benefice. 

 

The first record of a house in the manor of Overtone is in 1296, at a time when we find Sybil 
Maureward, thought to be the wife of William Maureward Kt (see chart), living as a dowager lady 
in Overtone Quatremars. Her son, and Lord of the Manor, William is not old enough to assume 
his manorial reponsibilities, and is in the guardianship of one Ralph Basset of Drayton. Sybil 
Maureward was having an altercation with John Clarel who had been found guilty at an Azzize 
hearing of “unjustly raising a fence in Overtone Quatremars, which prevented Sybil Maureward 
from driving her cattle direct from her house to her meadow and her carts from her meadow to 
her house”. It is assumed that this house was the manor-house, and from what has been 
recorded, it was likely to have been a farmhouse. There is no record on the construction of this 
house, but it is likely that it could have been a mixture of wood and stone construction, both of 
which were readily available in the immediate area. 
 
From what we understand, the lord of the manor was responsible for appointing the rector or 
incumbent at St. Mary’s Church, Coleorton, and according to the records (see the book entitled “A 
History of Coleorton and the Locality” by Samuel T Stewart), Geoffrey Maureward appointed a 
John Clarel as Sub-Deacon in 1246. In 1266, 1277, 1293 and 1323, we have mention of Geoffrey 
Maurewards son William, so it is reasonable to assume that Geoffrey had a son William prior to 
his marriage to Ada de Quatremars and he became lord of the manor or had some controlling 
interest in his father’s lands, following his death.  
 
In 1329, there is mention of a John Maureward and Richard Maureward and in 1336 the records 
state: - John Russel (Rector), by Sir John Maurewarde, Knight, lord of Overton Quartermers, on 
resignation of Richard Maurewarde. This confirms that the Maurewards were still lords of the 
manor of Overton Quatremars which they had held since 1235. There is a further record that a 
John Maureward held the manor in extension of Rockingham Castle in 1346.  
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED 
 
A fee or fief (Latin: feudum) was the central element of feudalism and consisted of heritable 
property or rights granted by an overlord to a feoffee who held it in fealty (or "in fee") in return for 
a form of feudal allegiance and service, usually given by the personal ceremonies of homage and 
feality. The fees were often lands or revenue-producing real property held in feudal land tenure: 
these are typically known as fiefs or fiefdoms. However, not only land but anything of value 
could be held in fee, including governmental office, rights of exploitation such as hunting or 
fishing, monopolies in trade, and tax farms.  
 
A seisin is the legal possession of a feudal fiefdom (an estate of land).  
 
The creation of an advowson was the necessary part of creating a Parish, which was generally 
performed by a lord of the Manor by building a Church within the boundary of his Manor, or within 
that of a newly subfeudinated Manor, and then transferring the proprietary rights to certain 
individuals of Fields, Mills or Messuages ( hovels / cottages ) in the Manor, which then carried 
rent to establish a Glebe. This was an area of land within an ecclesiastical parish used to support 
a parish. Bailwick is usually the area of jurisdiction of a bailiff and may also apply to a territory in 
which the sheriff’s functions were exercised by a privately appointed bailiff under a royal or 
imperial writ.  
 
Demesne (Demesue) was generally referred to as those lands that were held by the Crown at 
the time of the Domesday Book. Scutage is a form of taxation, in the law of England under the 
feudal system. This allowed a knight to "buy out" of the military service due to the Crown as a 
holder of a knight’s fee held under the feudal land tenure of knight service.  
 
A carucate (ploughland or plough) might nominally be regarded as an area of 120 acres of 
land but this varied wildly depending on the quality and fertility of the soil.  It was based on the 
area a plough team of eight oxen could till in a single annual season (usually but not always 
excluding its suitability for winter vegetables and desirability to remain fallow in crop rotation). It 
was sub-divided into oxgangs, or "bovates", based on the area a single ox might till in the same 
period, which thus represented one eighth of a carucate; and it was strongly analogous to the 

hide, a unit of tax assessment used outside the Danelaw counties.  
 
A virgate, was a former English unit of land measure, varying greatly in size, but most commonly 
equal to about 30 acres.  
 
A Villain or Villein, was a serf or farm hand, and often referred to someone who held a virgate of 
land between 25 to 30 acres. A Bordar had lower status than a villain, and rendered menial 
service for his cottage.  
A Pone was a writ in law used by the superior courts to remove cases from inferior courts.  
 
Pannage is the practice of releasing domestic pigs in a forest, in order that they may feed on 
fallen acorns, beechmast, chestnuts or other nuts. Historically, it was a right or privilege granted 
to local people on common land or in royal forests. 
 

KEY TO THE FOLLOWING EXTRACT FROM THE 1835 O/S MAP 
 

A – ORTON SAUCEY (FORMALLY OVERTONE & OVERTONE SAUCE/SAWCEY / SAWCY) 

B – ORTON QUARTER – MARS (FORMALLY OVERTONE & OVERTONE QUARTREMARS) 

C – FARM TOWN 

D – COLEORTON HALL 

E - NEWBOLD 

F – ST.GEORGE’S CHURCH, SWANNINGTON 



 19 

 



 20 

AN EXTRACT FROM JOHN SPEED’S  
1611 MAP OF LEICESTERSHIRE 

 

 
 

Showing Collerton and Overton Saucy underlined 

 

 
 

John Speed - Cartographer 
 


