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A HISTORY OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH, COLEORTON 

 

 

 
 

An engraving of St. Mary’s Church viewed from the south east  
by S.Shaw Feb 1794 

 
 

Note the colliery waste tip and the farm buildings adjacent to and behind the 
church. An 1802 / 3 plan of the area to the rear of the church is appended later. 
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North east elevation 
 
This pen and grey wash drawing by Sir G. H. Beaumont 7th Baronet and dated 1812 shows the 
demolishing of farm buildings adjacent to the rear of the church. The church roof also appears to 
be under repair. In 1821, the parish records show that the spire had been rebuilt and the tower 
repaired.  
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A pen and grey wash drawing of St. Mary’s Church by H.W. Burgess.  
Dated c.1852 

 
In 1852, two new windows were put in the west side of the church for the first anniversary of the 

9th Baronet’s wedding and the baptism of his son and heir (Leicester Mercury – June 7th 1851). 
This appears to have been the start of the complete restoration of the church, when the north 
aisle was also extended. 
 

 
 

The above an engraving of St. Mary’s church is thought to have been done some 
time after the church had been completely restored in 1855. 
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Northern (top) and southern elevations of St. Mary’s Church in 2015. 

 

 
                                                          South west elevation - 2015 
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The above is based on the plan drawn by John Mathews in 1802/3.  
It shows the rest of the courtyard and the farm out-buildings  

adjacent to St. Mary’s Church – see page 3 

 
Key 
 
A St. Mary’s Church  
B Building for ashes 
C Hay house 
D Steps to barn rooms 
E Coach house and grainery 
F Barn – 18 feet x 50 feet 
G Barn with dovecote over 
H Fold yards 
J Cow sheds 
K Wash pit 

 
 

THE PLAN OF THE OLD MANOR HOUSE PRIOR TO ITS RE- BUILDING AS 
COLEORTON HALL IS SHOWN IN THE TOP RIGHT HAND CORNER. 
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 Photograph taken from Rev. Eagar’s book            Coleorton Hall Grounds -   
        early1900’s   
     
The following extract is transcribed from “The History of the County of 
Leicestershire 1800, “Volume 3. Pt.2. by John Nichols:-  
The Church, dedicated to St. Mary, stands at the west end of Nether Town, and consists of an 
embattled tower and a spire-steeple of stone in which are three bells, a nave, a chancel and two 
aisles. The tapered spire emerging from trees (for a few do still remain in the village, though they 
are gone from the park) is a beautiful object to the circumjacent countryside. Round the 
churchyard also is a fine grove of trees, leading up to the mansion-house. The church is 
handsome without, but mean and shabby within. At the Well end of the nave is a singing-loft, and 
under the loft is an old round font. The corner of the base of the buttresses at the Well end of the 
tower has some grotesque heads, one with a book and a harp.  

 
Much of the following text is transcribed from the book entitled - “Cole Orton And 
The Beaumonts’ In Art History And Literature” by Rev. A. Eveleigh Eagar 
published 1949. 
The stone Parish Church of Cole Orton, built in the Gothic style, and dedicated to St. Mary the 
Virgin, stands in a charming position on a slope, above the main Ashby-Leicester road, cheek by 
jowl with the Hall. St Mary’s Church was dedicated in 1179, and was the focal point of Overton 
Quatremarsh (area around Church Town and the seat of the Lord of the Manor). 
 
The Church has been supported by the Coleorton Beaumonts during their 500 years as Lords of 
the Manor. The first Rector, W. de Quatermares was recorded as being there in 1209. There is no 
record of the original foundations of the Church, but the oldest remaining part of the Church is 
believed to be the 13th century tower, a grand embattled structure, surmounted by a fine spire, at 
the west end. In the tower is a peel of eight bells, three of which date back to the 18th century. 
Three more were added in 1826, and the last two in 1878. In that year, a clock was put into the 
tower, but this proved to be unsatisfactory, and a new clock was given in 1888 by the then 
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Rector, Canon William Beresford Beaumont. The spire was struck by lightning in 1839, and 
severely damaged. Fortunately, it was found possible to make good the damage. The parish 
records show that the spire had been re-built and the tower repaired in 1821, at a cost of little 
more than £350.  
 
The beauty of the church is enhanced by its background of fine trees standing in the grounds of 
the hall. One of these, a cedar, standing close to the north door of the Church, was, according to 
an inscription at the foot of the tree, “planted the 30th of July 1846 by William, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in the 81st year of his age”. 
 
The Churchyard, now no longer in use for burials, is a place of beauty particularly in the early part 
of the year, when it is carpeted with snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils. Later in the year, ferns, 
canterbury bells and wild strawberries add their grace to the steep approach to the south door. 
The lych-gate is a memorial to Elizabeth Mary, the second wife of Canon W. B. Beaumont. The 
stone porch was erected in 1874 as a memorial to Harriet Lewis, its dedication taking place 
exactly ten years after her death. 
 
Inside the Church, many of the memorials are to members of the Beaumont family. The alter has 
a fine reredos (a reredos is a large altarpiece, a screen, or decoration placed behind the altar in 

a church), largely of marble, with a fine “pieta” (a pietà is a subject in Christian art depicting the 
Virgin Mary cradling the dead body of Jesus), in the centre, placed in a recess carved out of 
marble. This pieta was brought from Rome by Canon Beaumont during his incumbency. The 
reredos is surmounted by a large plain cross. There is excellent woodwork in the Church, the 
lectern is of old carved oak, probably German in origin, with a revolving top. The graceful curve of 
the main support is most attractive, though this causes the lectern to be slightly top-heavy. The 
two books - The Old Testament and The New Testament - are massive volumes, and the writer 
(Rev.Eagar) has narrowly avoided upsetting the lectern on more than one occasion. These two 
books were placed in the Church in 1864, and bear labels stating that the rector was  
W. B. Beaumont, and the Churchwardens T. Radford and J. Hough. 
 
The carved wooden screen on the north side of the choir is of 17th century Flemish Renaissance 
workmanship. It is more elaborately carved than the average English work. Scenes from the life 
of the saviour are depicted, as well as figures typifying Temperance, Knowledge, Faith and 
Courage. 
 
Some years ago, when the organ was rebuilt, the screen was skillfully cut to enable one panel to 
be raised so that the organist could see into the choir and sanctuary. So well was this work done, 
that the hinged panel can be replaced in its normal position without any sign of a joint. 
 
On the west side of the organ chamber (which is also used as a choir vestry) is a screen which 
carries carved panels, also Flemish in origin. The figures on these panels repay careful study. So 
does a small wooden figure of a cherub, which hangs by the priest’s stall on the north side of the 
choir. The Church was very thoroughly restored in 1851, when the north aisle was extended, the 
chancel re-floored, a new organ installed and a new pulpit provided. It is no doubt due to the 
restoration, as well as due to the occupancy of the Hall by Cromwellian forces during the 
siege of Ashby, that so little ancient work is to be found inside the Church. The damage 
done by the Round Heads was severe; they stripped the lead off the roofs to make 
ammunition, threw down the battlements and ruined the windows.  
 
After the restoration, it was estimated that the cost of putting the Church into serviceable order 
would be £1,391. The raising of such a sum was quite impossible for the people of Cole Orton, 
and by direction of the then Bishop of London (Humphrey Hinchman, (1663-1675) a Brief was 
issued calling for collections in the Churches throughout the country, to help Cole Orton 
congregation out of the difficulties. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altarpiece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_(building)
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The east window presented by Charles Merewether in memory of his father, Francis Merewether, 
Rector from 1815 to 1864, has graceful tracery. Scenes from the life of Jesus are represented. 
The Church has a number of stained glass windows. However, that in the Vestry, at the west end, 
is of painted glass of the 15th century. It was brought to England from Rouen and presented to a 
former Sir George Beaumont, by whom it was given to the Church. The parish memorial window 
(of stained glass) to Francis Merewether, is at the western end of the south aisle, and was given 
by Mr. Merewether’s widow, in his memory. Mr. Merewether was buried outside the east end of 
the Church, and the monument over his grave is cruciform in shape. See the later photograph of 
his grave. 
 
Also on the north wall, to the east of the Merewether window, is the Parish memorial window to 
Canon W. B. Beaumont, whilst the window in the south wall is in memory of William Briggs, who 
was organist at the Church for 40 years, and Schoolmaster of Coleorton Viscount Beaumont 
School for 32 years. A tablet beneath the window bears the words from the second verse of the 
seventh chapter of the Book of Nehemiah - “He was a faithful man, and feared God above many”. 
 
Yet another stained glass window, at the east end of the south aisle, is in memory of Pauline 
Menzies, wife of the 8th Baronet. She, with her husband and two of her children, is also 
commemorated in a wall tablet on the south side. Between these two memorials is the Beaumont 
alter tomb. This stands on the south side of the south aisle at the east end and commemorates 
Sir Henry Beaumont, who died in 1607 and his wife, Elizabeth, who died in the following year. 
This holder of the Baronetcy was less distinguished than others of his line, who are not 
commemorated in the Church. The figure of Sir Henry is that of a bearded man in ruff and 
armour, with a long cloak and belted dress. Besides him lies his bonneted wife, and his son 
kneels at a desk. 
 
 

    
 

Sir Henry Beaumont & his wife Elizabeth’s tomb        
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                    Crest above tomb. 

 

 
Plaque over tomb 

 

Here lieth the bodies of Sir HENRY BEAUMONT Kt. Ladie ELIZABETH his wife. 
HENRY was son to NICHOL BEAUMONT Esq. ELIZABETH was daughter and heir 
of JOHN LOUIS Esq. by who he only had one son Sir THOMAS BEAUMONT Kt. 
who married the daughter and heire of HENRY SAPCOTT Esq. Sir HENRY died 3rd 
March 1607. Ladie ELIZABETH died 26th March 1608. 
 
The pulpit and the font date from the restoration of 1851. The font, it may be noted, is not in the 
traditional position, close to the south door, but is at the bottom of the main aisle half way 
between the south and the north doors, the latter door being the one that leads to the Hall 
grounds and to the Hall.  
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The organ, installed in 1851, was re-built in 1943-4 as a memorial to the 11th Baronet. It is on 
record, that in the days of the Rector-ship of Francis Merewether, his curate was John 
Wordsworth, son of the poet and music was provided by seraphim, which was played by Miss 
Merewether, and is said to have looked like a four-poster bedstead. It stood at the east end of the 
south aisle, near the alter-tomb of Sir Henry, in the position now occupied by the Hall and Rectory 
seats. Miss Merewether later married Dr. Curry (or Curie), the Master of Charterhouse. 
 
Beneath the Hall and Rectory seats is the Beaumont vault. This vault has not been opened for 
many years, and could only be opened by removing the seats and tearing up the flooring. The 
massive key of the vault is now in the Parish strong-box. 
 
The heavy stone Litany Desk is the work of Canon Beaumont’s second wife, as is the beautifully 
illuminated Book of the Litany that rests on the desk. The oak candlesticks in the Sanctuary are 
also the work of Mrs. Beaumont. 
 
Wordsworth has left his impression of the Church and its people. In 1806, he wrote “I was 
sorry to see (in the Church) at Cole Orton few middle-aged men or even women; the 
congregation consisted almost entirely of old persons, particularly, old men, and boys and 
girls. The girls were not well dressed. Their clothes were indeed clean, but not tidy” 
 
The last Viscount Beaumont (Thomas Lord Viscount Beaumont), who died in 1702, was buried in 
the family vault. In the Church, there is no monument to his memory, but his name lives in “The 
Coleorton Hospital and School”. The Church contains no memorials to any of the Rectors who 
ministered there before the 19th century. 
 
The Church Registers go back to 1611, and are in good condition. The communion plate 
belonging to the Church, includes a Britannia Silver Paten, with the inscription “given to ye parish 
of Cole Orton in ye County of Leicester for ye use of ye H. Communion” by James Hawkins, A 
Dom. 1701. The Church possesses two chalices, a flagon, another Paten and a silver-gilt spoon, 
believed to have been originally a tea-strainer, made either in India or Malta. This was presented 
to the Church by Canon Beaumont in 1872. The filigree work in the bowl, might well have been 
executed in Calcutta or Valetta, in the capital city of Malta. There is also a beautiful wood and 
ivory box for beads, made by Canon Beaumont’s second wife. The chalices, flagon and second 
paten (of silver) were given in 1818 by Sir George Howland Beaumont, the 7th Baronet, the friend 
of Wordsworth and so many other literary and artistic men of his day. 
 
In 1704, there wasn’t a Rectory. The following are among the fees payable in those days:- 
  
 Churchings-   2d. 
 Burials-    4d., plus 2d. For registering 
 Marriages after Banns-  2/6d. 
 Marriages by license-  5/0d. 
 
The clerk’s fee for tolling the bell at a funeral, if the deceased were buried in a coffin was 6d. If 
buried without a coffin 4d. 

 
 
 
 

The following list of Rectors / incumbents at St. Mary’s Church, Coleorton 
are taken from “Institutions of Rectors from the Episcopal Registers at 
Lincoln” and have been compared with other records to confirm 
authenticity. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
 

WILLIAM PESTEL (1640-1654 restored c.1662) This Rector was a poet, and a devoted 

Royalist, as apparently, were all the residents of Cole Orton in the days of the Civil War, from the 
squire downwards. On the capture of Cole Orton by the Roundheads in 1654, Pestell was 
sequestrated, and contrary to the custom of the time, cruelly used. This ill-treatment was probably 
a form of vengeance against all the people of the district. He was robbed of his property and his 
money and “set on a poor jade with a halter, and because it could not keep pace, his body must 
be made the anvil of fury in so barbarous a manner as the infamy of the fact will never die”. His 
wife, very near her confinement, was turned out of doors with her children, who were later 
supported by charity. The Rector’s aged father was then Rector of Packington, a few miles away. 
The father lodged a formal complaint with Sir George Gresley, the Commander of the Garrison. 
Whether the Rector of Cole Orton received either apology or compensation is doubtful, but on the 
Restoration, he was again inducted into the living c.1662. Later, he received the Rectory of 
Ravenstone, apparently in plurality. He was buried on Jan 31st 1695/6. There is some doubt as to 
which year William Pestell was restored to the living. According to one account, an intruder was 
at Cole Orton until 1667, but it is certain that William was re-inducted not later than the latter year.  
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SAMUEL ALDERSHAW (1654-1662) Samuel was introduced “into the living” in 1654. He in 

turn was ejected in 1662. According to the Leicestershire historian John Nichols, he afterwards 
lived as a Chaplain to a family named Spademann Esq., at Roadnook, Derbyshire, and later 
practiced as a physician.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The last incumbent was the Rev. Sheppard in 1972. He married the author 
and his wife at St. Mary’s Church in 1970. 
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THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER  
RECTOR OF COLEORTON FROM 1815 TO 1864 

 

 
 

THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER 
b. 1784 – d. July 21st 1864. 

 
Prior to becoming Rector of Coleorton he was the Vicar of Whitwick, and the incumbent at St. 
George’s Church, Swannington. He left his mark on the Parish of Coleorton in many ways. He 
built the present Rectory in 1816, at some distance from the Church, at the bottom of Church Hill 
The ruins of the earlier Rectory were visible at one time in the Hall grounds, near Sir Walter 
Scott’s seat. Later Rectors have often deplored Merewether’s choice of site, which involves a 
considerable walk to the Church. The rectory is now a private house. 
 

“The Penny Clothing Club” - During the 9th Baronet’s tenure at Coleorton Hall, the Parish of 

Coleorton had a “Penny Clothing Club”. The club was managed by Lady Beaumont and the wife 
of Francis Merewether.  
 
The principle of the Penny Clothing Club was, “to encourage a spirit of economy and industry 
amongst the poor”. In essence, the poor had to be nominated as “worthy” of being in the scheme, 
and then they had to save two pence every Monday morning, which made eight shillings and 
eight pence (about 43.5p in today’s money) after a year’s saving. To this, the club would add a 
further two shillings (10p), or more, depending on what was in the club account. 
 
Clothes, blankets and sheets were purchased by the club, in accordance with what the poor 
requested, and to the value of the money they had saved. If the poor defaulted, and did not save 
on Monday mornings, they were removed from the club. Neither did they have their money 
already saved in the club reimbursed. A significant number of poor contributed to this club, and 
apparently it was very successful. 
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The Leicester Journal – Friday July 29th 1864 
Obituary - 
It is our painful duty to record the death of one of the oldest and most respected incumbents in 
this county, The Rev. Francis Merewether, rector of Coleorton and vicar of Whitwick. Mr. 
Merewether was educated, first at Reading under Dr. Valpy, then under Dr. Heath at Eton. He 
graduated at Christ Church, Oxford, but residing near Cambridge, he became an M.A. of St. 
John’s College in that University. He enjoyed the intimacy of many celebrated men, amongst 
whom was William Wordsworth, and the poet’s distinguished friend Sir George Beaumont, 7th 
Bart, of Coleorton Hall, by whom he was presented to the rectory of that parish in the year 1816. 
In 1818 the Crown appointed him vicar of the adjoining parish of Whitwick. Mr. Merewether was in 
his 81st year, and had held his preferment’s for nearly fifty years. The period in which he entered 
upon his incumbencies was marked by a revival of interest in all that concerned the church of this 
nation. The building of churches, the foundation of schools for the poor, and the erection of 
parsonages, were beginning to be taken in hand. The parish of Whitwick, too, was one in which 
the discovery and workings of coal mines began about this time to bring about a large increase of 
population. It was fortunate that at such a time, in such a neighbourhood, a person like Mr. 
Merewether should have been called upon to minister. He had only a few years before 
establishing the first National school in Suffolk, in a parish of which he was then vicar, and it was 
not long before he set himself vigorously to similar works in his new sphere of labour. With the 
assistance of the then Sir George and Lady Beaumont, always his kind friends and hearty 
supporters, he first provided schools and then a church and parsonage at St. George’s, 
Thringstone, separated, as a district, from Whitwick, and subsequently in another district of the 
same parish – Coalville – he erected a school, church, and parsonage. At Whitwick itself, 
National and Infant Schools were established, and of late these having been found inadequate to 
the wants of the parish, new schools have been built a second time, this second building having 
been in great measure due to the zealous exertions of The Rev. H. Wood, Mr. Merewether’s 
curate.. The parish church of Whitwick which, when Mr. Merewether became incumbent, was in a 
state then too common throughout our land and has been in the course of his time completely 
restored, and the enlargement of the Parish Church worthy of it’s beautiful site. St. Andrew’s day, 
1862 witnessed the completion of another work under the auspices of the aged vicar. Our readers 
may remember the account of the consecration of St. Andrew’s, Thringstone, in an outlying part 
of Whitwick, where for some time service had been regularly carried on by one of Mr. 
Merewether’s curates in a school room licensed for that purpose. The simple and ecclesiastical 
building known as St. Andrew’s Church, Thringstone, remains as a fitting memorial of the 
venerable vicar of Whitwick, and he was to be the last engaged in putting the finishing stroke to 
his work there, by raising a fund for a parsonage to be erected upon a most beautiful site already 
secured for that purpose. The present admirable arrangement of the interior of Cole Orton Church 
is another good work in which he zealously co-operated with his valued and attached friend, the 
present Sir George Beaumont, and they who have attended any of the interesting church 
meetings held in that church, are sensible how well our church ritual is there represented in its 
genuine beauty and simplicity. These works more especially concerned his own parish, where he 
faithfully and zealously discharged the sacred duties of a clergyman in a manner appreciated by 
all among whom he ministered. During the whole period of his incumbency, there has been no 
interruption to his labours, and on the Sunday previous to his death he preached in aid of the 
Leicester Infirmary with his usual vigorous warmth and affectionate earnestness, on the text, 
“Heal the Sick”, a sermon which will long remain in the memory of all who heard it. In the diocese 
and neighbourhood his activity in all that concerned religion was conspicuous. He is well known 
as the author of letters and pamphlets on various church questions of the day. Our church 
societies ever found him a hearty and effective supporter. The Leicester anniversary meeting of 
the Christian Knowledge and the Gospel Propagation Societies was originated by him. If a district 
committee were to be established or maintained, he was ever foremost to lend his aid. It may 
here be mentioned in proof of his active interest in the welfare of the county, and of the readiness 
with which he threw himself into any measures for its good, that he was one of the founders of the 
first Leicestershire Agricultural Society, which was followed by a number of similar institutions 
throughout the land. And he was especially earnest in furthering that intercourse among 
Churchmen, lay and clerical, which tends so much to strengthen our church by promoting good 
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will and good understanding among its members. For such a task, he was indeed, eminently 
fitted. Firm in purpose, decided in opinion, resolute in acting up to his view of duty, he was of so 
genial and kindly a disposition, that to know him was to love and revere him. His genuine 
simplicity, his cheerful piety, his thorough unselfishness, and his unaffected humility, exhibited the 
Christian character in its most beautiful aspect; and he retained to the very last a freshness of 
thought and buoyancy of spirit seldom seen in persons of his advanced age. His illness was but 
for a few days. On Sunday, July 17th, he went through his ordinary duties, on Monday he was 
somewhat unwell, on Wednesday night he died, retaining perfect consciousness to the last, 
closing without pain a life of uninterrupted usefulness, and leaving to his relatives and friends no 
cause of regret save that of separation from one so loved and revered, and of the loss of those 
services which, by God’s grace, he so faithfully rendered to his church and country. 
 His elder brother, Mr. Serjeant Merewether, did not survive him more than a few hours, 
having expired at Castlefield, Wilts on Thursday, July the 21st, in the 83rd year of his age. He was 
an extremely well qualified man and was a Q.C., and was for 15 years the Town Clerk of the 
Corporation of London. The Rev. Francis Merewether also had another brother Mr. Charles 
George who was also a Q.C., and was appointed Recorder of Leicester in 1868. 

 

 
 

The tombs of the Rev. Francis Merewether and  
Louis Merewether his nephew who died July 1st 1837 aged 13 

are in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Coleorton, at the east end of the church 
 

Leicester Chronicle – July 7th 1837 

Another death by drowning – On Saturday, the 1st inst., three sons of the Rev. James 

Merewether (brother of the Rev. Francis Merewether presumably), accompanied by a cousin who 
had come from Essex on a visit to the family, went to fish in a pond, commonly called the 
reservoir (presumably Coleorton Fish Pond), in the lordship of Coleorton. In the evening, Charles 
George Merewether went into the water to bathe, and his brother Lewis (should be spelt Louis) 
expressed a wish to follow him. The third brother, Henry Robert, objected to it, unless he would 
have a rope round his body; but the youth, without taking this precaution, shortly afterwards 
jumped into the pond, having undressed without the knowledge of Henry, who was only aware of 
the fact when he heard him splash into the water. Perceiving that his brother struggled, and then 
sank, Henry, although he could swim but little, sprang in to his assistance. His efforts 
unfortunately were to no avail; his brother never rose, and he could not reach him under water. 
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Meanwhile an alarm had been given by the cousin; and Joseph Doughty, a Blacksmith, hastened 
to the pond, and, after undressing, jumped in, and succeeded in finding the body. At the spot 
where it was found, there were many weeds, in which the Blacksmith got entangled, but he could 
not say whether the body was entangled in like manner. Three quarters of an hour having 
elapsed from the time the youth sank until he was taken out, life was quite extinct. – An inquest 
was held on Monday at Coleorton : verdict, “Accidental Death”.   
 

Supplementary information - The author believes that one of the two surviving brothers was 

the Lieutenant Merewether referred to in the following newspaper article.  

 

Leicester Journal – December 17th 1847 
 
The following refers to 1st Lieutenant Merewether, who was the son of Mr. Serjeant 
Merewether and nephew of his brother the Rev. F. Merewether, of Coleorton who 
features in a preceding article from the Leicester Journal dated Friday July 29th 
1864. 

 

THE ARMY 
(From the Standard of Thursday the 9th) 

To give a prominent place to the following document is not merely the discharge of a debt of 
gratitude to the gallant young gentleman who is the subject of it, but to the service and the 
country generally, it is in this way newspapers can be most useful to the country. One can 
imagine how, in early youth, Nelson or Wellington would have been delighted to know that his 
daring exploits, in however narrower a range, must through the press become known to all his 
countrymen. Well we shall do our part to make as many Nelson’s and Wellington’s as we can; 
and we think we begin auspiciously with the hero of 22 years old, of whom the following “Order” 
speaks:- 

(Copy) 
GENERAL ORDERS 

BY THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
“Head quarters, Poona, Oct. 30, 1847”. 
 

1st. Lieut. Merewether, second in command of the 1st Scinde Irregular Horse, has, with 132 men 
of that corps, executed a brilliant exploit. He routed and totally defeated a body of 700 
freebooters, belonging to the Boogtie tribe of Beloochees, on the 1st instant, who, notwithstanding 
quarter was repeatedly offered to them, obstinately refused the boon and provoked their own 
destruction. 
 The coolness and military science this officer exemplified in taking up his position; the 
promptness with which he wheeled his men into line, and the gallantry with which he instantly 
attacked his numerous enemy, merited the Commander in Chief’s warm approbation, which he 
thus publicly offered to Lieut. Merewether and the men of the Scinde Horse who participated with 
him on this occasion. 
 The Scinde Horse, on every service which they have been employed, have conducted 
themselves in the most gallant manner, and to Captain Jacob, who commands, and has brought 
them to this state of perfection, the Commander in Chief offers his deed of praise or approbation, 
and begs that officer will accept the high opinion his Excellency entertains of his distinguished 
merit.  

 
Supplementary information – The “Scinde Irregular Horse” or Scinde Horse” was a part 

of the cavalry regiment of the British Indian Army which was formed in 1838 and was active in 
various forms until 1947. A good deal has been written about this regiment for those who wish to 
carry out further research. 
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Coleorton Rectory mainly financed by the Rev, Francis Merewether 
and constructed by John Gadsby of Coleorton in 1816. 

 

Leicester Journal – August 5th 1864 
THE REV. FRANCIS MEREWETHER DECEASED 

Notice – All persons having claims or demands against the estate of the Rev. Francis 

Merewether, late of Coleorton Rectory, in the County of Leicester, who died on the 21st day of 
July, 1864, are requested to send particulars thereof to us, or to Mrs. Merewether, at the Rectory, 
Coleorton 
 Dated this 3rd day of August, 1864.   
    Dewes and Son 
   Solicitors, Ashby de la Zouch 

 

Leicester Journal – December 2nd 1864 
The Rectory, Coleorton 

 
MR. CHUBB 

Is favoured with instructions from the executors of the late Rev. F. Merewether 

 
TO SELL BY AUCTION 

On Monday and Tuesday, the 5th and 6th days of December, 1864, on the premises, the Rectory, 
Coleorton 

The dining, drawing, and bed-room furniture, Piano, Glass, China, Kitchen requisites, &c,. &c. 
Capital Clarence Carriage, elegant Phaeton, Double and single harness, saddles and bridles, 
cow in milk, garden and other tools, and various other effects. 
   

Sale to commence each day at 11 o’clock prompt 
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WILLIAM BERESFORD BEAUMONT  
RECTOR OF COLEORTON FROM 1864 TO 1901 

 
William Beresford Beaumont was formerly Canon of Peterborough, and was a great benefactor to 
the parish of Cole Orton in many ways, particularly with regard to the “Coleorton Viscount 
Beaumont School”, which was built at his expense. He also added to the Rectory built by Francis 
Merewether mentioned above.   
 

       
The parishioner’s memorial window  
   to William Beresford Beaumont 
             in St. Mary’s Church 

 

 
                                                A memorial plaque to William and his second wife      

              Elizabeth Mary in St. Mary’s Church 
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DEDICATION OF “THE LYCH GATE”  
 ST. MARY’S CHURCH - 1901 

 
The Rev. William Beresford Beaumont, M.A., younger son of Sir George Howland William 
Beaumont, 8th Baronet, became Rector of Coleorton in 1864 for a span of 36 years. He was born 
in Addlington, Surrey on the 13th March 1831. “Coleorton Viscount School” was built at his 
expense in 1867. He married his first wife Julia Soames on the 13th of December 1860.  His 
second wife Elizabeth Mary who was born at Siddlesmere, Suffolk on 25th September 1831 and 
died on April 5th 1900. She was buried in St.Mary’s churchyard on April 9th.  
 
The Rev. William Beresford Beaumont died on February 18th 1901, aged 69. He was Rector of 
Coleorton when he died at the rectory where his niece Lillie Ellen Beaumont was present. He died 

of an Apoplectic Seizure.  William Wordsworth was his godfather and in a letter to 
Lady Beaumont from Rydal Mount on July 8th 1831 he wrote…………”You have 
thought of me and mine upon a very interesting occasion. Be assured it will give 
me great pleasure to be God-Father to the little William. I need not repeat how 
much I am attached to Coleorton – the place and its inhabitants – departed and 
present – and how sincerely I wish the welfare of your family. God grant that the 
little-one may prove a blessing to his parents”. 
 
The Lych Gate at the bottom of the path to the church was erected to the memory of Elizabeth 
Mary Beaumont, and a dedication service for it was held at St. Mary’s church on April 17th 1901. 

 

 
 

The following appeared in the parish magazine written by the then Rector, Harold Robinson, with 
respect to the death of Elizabeth Mary Beaumont – In the greatest unexpected sorrow, which has 
fallen so suddenly on our Rector, there is but one feeling in Cole-Orton and the neighbourhood of 
deep sympathy, and for universal grief for our own loss. It is hard to realize that the bright 
presence, so active in good works, so ready to sympathize in joy and sorrow, is gone from us, 
that we shall see her here no more on earth, but in the very suddenness of the blow, there is a 
comforting thought that she whom we loved so much was, by God’s mercy, spared pain and 
lingering illness, while for one whose life was a daily psalm of thanksgiving, it was indeed a 
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passing away to rest in God. “Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord; even so saith the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labours”. Nor is it only in this parish that her loss will be deeply mourned. 
Amongst a wide spread circle of friends, there is left a gap that cannot easily be filled, there is felt 
a grief that is deep and real. 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Mary Beaumont, the Rector’s second wife was quite an accomplished 
artist, and above is a sketch she did of St. Mary’s church which appeared in the 

church magazine. 

 
Although the following was recorded 25 years prior to the memorial service for the lychgate, the 
author felt that it was rather poignant and painted a lovely picture of what Coleorton churchyard 
would have been like at this time in contrast to its current depressing condition. It was sent by a 
correspondent to “The Journal of Horticulture and Cottage Gardener” dated 1875:–  
 
It was early spring when I was there, and the flowers in the churchyard were extremely pretty; 
some on the graves, and others on the grass and by the sides of the walks. At the entrance-gate 
there was a neat board just inside the churchyard with the following words:- 
“It is requested that no one will pluck the flowers in God’s Acre”. This name is taken from 
Longfellow’s poem, which begins:- 
  I like that ancient Saxon phrase which calls 
  The burial ground God’s Acre. 
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And concludes 
  This is the field and acre of our God; 
  This is the place where human harvests grow. 
 
 Coleorton is a churchyard worthy of imitation 

 

 
 

The Lych-Gate  
 

 
 

The Lych-Gate dedication plaque 
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The Rev. W. B. Beaumont, M.A. and a modern interior photograph of  
St. Mary’s Church of which he became rector in 1864  

for a period of 36 years. 
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AN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL AUDIT OF THE  
CHURCH MEMORIAL TABLETS  

 

The following information is transcribed from the archives of John Crocker (local 
historian) and John Nichols, the Leicestershire historian’s volumes. Further 
associated information is included elsewhere in the book. Any text in italics is 
added for information only, and does not appear on the memorials. 
 

On the wall of the Chancel: 
 
 WILLIAM BURSLEM of Coleorton Esq and of JUDITH his wife (daughter of Rev JOHN 

CURZON, Rector of Coleorton) who had four sons - GODOLPHIN WILLIAM, PHILIP, JOHN, 
NATHANIEL, and three daughters MARY, JUDITH, ANN.  WILLIAM BURSLEM died 12th 
February 1780 and his wife died 18th December 1772. Colonel NATHANIEL BURSLEM of 
Horwood Lodge in Hampshire the only survivor of the family erected this. 

 
 JOSEPH BOULBEE died 25th September 1789 in his 89th year. Also ELIZABETH his wife 

died August 11th 1771 in her 75th year. Erected in 1794 by their son JOSEPH. 
 

SPERO IN DEO 
IN A SMALL VAULT  

UNDER THESE STEPS 
LIE THE REMAINS 

OF JOSEPH BOULTBEE ESQ. 
MANY YEARS RESIDENT OF THIS PLACE 

WHO DIED UPON THE 25TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 
1789, IN THE 89TH YEAR OF HIS AGE 

AND OF ELIZABETH HIS WIFE 
WHO DIED IN AUGUST 1771 

IN THE 75TH YEAR OF HER AGE 
THIS MONUMENT 

WAS ERECTED IN THE YEAR 1794 
BY THEIR SON’S JOSEPH BOULTBEE 

IN REMEMBERANCE 
OF PARENTS EMINENTLY DISTINGUISHED 

BY THEIR CHRISTIAN AND MORAL VIRTUES 
AND BY HIM MOST DESERVEDLY HONOURED 

AND ESTEEMED 
  
 
 In remembrance of FRANCES FERMOR Her remains are buried in the churchyard of 

Chaines in Worcester, Erected by her sister DAME MARGARET wife of SIR GEORGE 
BEAUMONT Esq. No date given. 

 

The Chancel: 
John Nichols volumes of 1800 recorded the following :- 
 
 On a mural plate on the North side of the Chancel - Near this place lies interred, the body of 

Gervase Yarwood (born at Shepshed in this County), who departed this life April 6th, in the 
year of our Lord 1759, aged upwards of 89 years, who was servant to the family of the 
Beaumonts here and at Stoughton upwards of 57 years  

 

 On a flat stone in the Chancel - In memory of the Rev. Thomas Beaumont, Rector of this 
place, who died  January 28th, 1761, aged 32. 
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Brass Plate on choir stall:  
 
 In memory of JOSEPH HAYWOOD for 62 years a member of the choir. Died 24th June 1952 
 

North Aisle: 
 
 FRANCIS WHIRLEDGE of Coleorton. Died 15th December 1741. Aged 61. Also his wife 

MARY died 12th March 1759. No age given.  
 
John Nichols volumes of 1800 recorded the tablet as follows :- 
 
 On a mural tablet in the North aisle, partly covered -  
       “Beneath lies the body of Francis Whirledge of Cole-Orton, who departed this life Dec 15th 
       1741, aged 61, Mary his wife died March 1759“. 
 

South Chapel: 
 
 Sacred to the memory of Sir GEORGE HOWLAND BEAUMONT Bart of Coleorton Hall, 

Leics. Died 7th February 1827 in his 73rd year. Also DAME MARGARET his wife died 14th 
July 1829 in her 73rd year. 

 
 Sir GEORGE HOWLAND WILLOUGHBY BEAUMONT, Died 7th June 1845 Aged 45 years. 

Also DAME MARY ANNE BEAUMONT died 15th February 1835 aged 28 years. Also their 
children SUSAN MARY died 25th Sept 1827 aged 1 month, RAYMOND CURZON their 
second son died April 1830 aged 1 Month. WILLOGHBY HASTINGS 4th and youngest son 
died 20th February 1835 aged 21/2 years. 

 
 Sir HENRY BEAUMONT Kt. Ladie ELIZABETH his wife. HENRY was son to NICHOL 

BEAUMONT Esq. ELIZABETH was daughter and heir of JOHN LOUIS Esq. by who he only 
had one son Sir THOMAS BEAUMONT Kt. who married the daughter and heire of HENRY 
SAPCOTT Esq. Sir HENRY died 3rd March 1607. Ladie ELIZABETH died 26th March 1608 

 
 Sir GEORGE HOWLAND BEAUMPONT Bt born at Lambeth Palace 12th September 1828 

died at Coleorton 8th June 1882. Also DAME PAULINE MENZIES BEAUMONT born at 
Chinsurah, Bengal 19th December 1828 died at Coleorton 9th December 1870. Also 
FRANCIS BEAUMONT died at Hampton Wick 3rd January 1875. Also ELEANOR GRACE 
CAROLINE BEAUMONT their second daughter born at Coleorton 27th March 1859 died at 
Coleorton 16th December 1870 (aged 11). 

 
 WILLIAM BERSFORD BEAUMONT 36 years Rector of Coleorton. (Born at Addlington, 

Surrey) 31st March 1831. Died at Coleorton 18th February 1901. Also ELIZABETH MARY his 
second wife. Born at Siddlesmere, Suffolk 25th September 1831. Died at Coleorton 5th April 
1900. Julia his first wife is buried in the Churchyard - Plot Number 114. 

 

West Wall: 
 
 In memory of WILLIAM BRIGGS. Born at Melbourne 3rd November 1832. Died at Coleorton 

17th May 1908. Organist at this Church for 40 years and Master of Coleorton School for 32 
years. 

 
 In memory of FRANCIS MEREWETHER MA CLERK. For 49 years Rector, died 21st July 

1864. Aged 80 Years. Placed by his widow who died 4th February 1870. Aged 86 years.  
       “ who rests by her desire in the churchyard of Great Yeldham, Essex“. 
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On the door to the vestry, brass plate: 
 
 The clock and chimes in the tower were put in motion by friends of St. Mary’s in memory of 

Rev. HAROLD ROBINSON MA Rector of Coleorton 1901-1921 
 

On the door inside vestry, brass plate: 
 
 The clock was placed in the tower of this church by G H BEAUMONT Bart in 1878 but owing 

to its not working satisfactorily it was replaced by a new one in 1888 by the Rector W B 
BEAUMONT. In Memoriam. 

 

Carved on the screen separating nave from Vestry: 
 
 In memoriam GULIELMI SHERWIN nati Oct 4th 1768, Mortius Oct 8th 1854. 
 

On wall behind altar in South Chapel: 
 
 In loving memory of Sir GEORGE HOWLAND BEAUMONT born 12th September 1828 died 

8th June 1882. Placed here by his sorrowful widow DAME OCTAVIA WILLOUGHBY                                                                                                                                                                                                      
BEAUMONT.  

 
Dame Octavia actually died June 19th 1901 in London, and in her will she “desired to be      buried 
in the Churchyard at Coleorton by the side of my late husband the said Sir G.H.  Beaumont, and 
I desire the arrangements to be as simple as may be“. She goes on to leave to “Coleorton Church 
£100 for charitable purposes or for decoration of the Church but only in the event of my wishes 
as to my funeral being carried into effect”. The burial records have not been examined, but it 
would seem the £100 went elsewhere. 

 
In the Porch: 
 
 “This porch was erected to the glory of God and in loving memory of their mother HARRIET 

LEWIS by her sons GEORGE and HENRY (she died 13th February 1864 and is buried in this 
churchyard), 13th  February 1874”. 

 
 “This South door was restored in March 1977 in memory of DANIEL JOSEPH SKIDMORE 

OBE. C. St. J 1912 - 1976 by his family” 

 
Dedication plaque on west side of eastern wall of burial ground extension 
at centre of the Beaumont burial plot: 

 
THE ADDITION  TO THIS CHURCHYARD 

IN MEMORY OF 
SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT 10TH BARONET 

IS GIVEN BY HIS WIDOW 
DAME LILLIE ELLEN BEAUMONT 

AND BY THEIR SON 
MAJOR SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT 11TH BARONET 

FEBRUARY 18TH 1917 
LORD, THOU HAST BEEN OUR REFUGE 
FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER 
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ST. MARY’S GRAVEYARD AUDIT 
 

THE FOLLOWING AUDIT OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH GRAVEYARD WAS CARRIED OUT IN 
2015  BY THE AUTHOR, TREVOR STEWART & THE COLEORTON HERITAGE WARDEN 

JOHN MACDONALD. IT WAS INTENDED TO PRODUCE A MAP SHOWING THE 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF ALL THE GRAVES, BUT DUE TO A LACK OF RESOUCE AND 

TIME THIS HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE. THERE IS SOME INCONSISTENCY IN THE WAY 
THE INFORMATION IS PORTRAYED BUT AT LEAST WE HAVE A RECORD OF WHO WAS 

BURIED IN THE CHURCH YARD WHERE IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO RECORD THEM. 
MANY GRAVES HAVE SUNK / ERODED AND ARE NOT POSSIBLE TO READ. 

 

Right Side of Path 
 
No  Name  Born Age Died  Lived  Relationship etc 
 
1      Priscilla Robinson 1844 76 Mar 27th 1920 Of Coleorton Daughter of Harold &  
         Ann Arabella Robinson 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2      Harold Robinson 1870 74 Jan 4th 1944   Husband & Rector of  
         Coleorton 1901-1921 
        Ann Arabella Robinson 1868 89 Mar 25th 1957   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
3      George Arthur Hamilton  
        Beaumont 11th Baronet Jan 18th  
   1881   52    Oct 2nd 1933 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4      Mary Florence Philpott   Jul 1st 1929   Wife 
        John Nigel Philpott   Feb 21st 1932   Husband & Rector of this  
         Parish 1921-1932 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
5      Samuel Jaques 1786 75 Nov 7th 1861   Husband 
        Jane Jaques  1781 72 Jul 10th 1853   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
6      William Tate  1684 63 Jan 21st 1747   Husband 
        Anne Tate  1684 63 Mar 24th 1747   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
7      Sarah Boncer  1765 30 Jun 1st 1795   Wife of James Bonser 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
8      James Mitchell  1703 59 May 22nd 1762 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
9      Elizabeth Lakin 1642 82 May 8th 1724   Wife of Richard No 11 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
10    Catherine Stacey 1738 56 May 22nd 1794   Wife & daughter of  
         Richard Alteyne, Rector  
         Penelope his wife 
        John Stacey  1730 87 Jan 18th 1817   Husband 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
11    Richard Lakin  1636 86 May 5th 1722   Husband of Elizabeth 
                 No 9 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
12    William Gough  1691 57 Nov 29th 1748   Husband 
        Mary Gough  1686 70 May 9th 1756   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
13     William Oldacres 1765 5 May 22nd 1770 Market Bosworth Son of Thomas &   
         Elizabeth Old acres & of  
         William and Ann Gough 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
14    Hannah Walker 1820 69 March 7th 1889   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
15    Dame Lillie Ellen  
        Beaumont  1859 87 Aug 18th 1946   Wife of Sir George H W  
         Beaumont 10th Baronet 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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16    William Sherwin   1739  
        Anne Sherwin    1777    Williams Wife 
        Thomas Sherwin   1760    William’s Brother 
        William Sherwin   1818 
        Anne Sherwin    1789    William’s Wife 
        Thomas Sherwin   1907    William’s Son 
        William Sherwin  86 1854     
        Elizabeth Sherwiin  84 Oct 5th 1868   William’s Wife 
        John Sherwin   68 Jul 16th 1840   William’s Brother 
            The above list of names on Stone Slabs 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
17    Ann Bott  1776 56 Mar 7th 1832   Wife of James Bott 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
18    Elizabeth Hope  1658 84 Apr 6th 1742  Wife of Thomas Hope 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
19    Jacob King  1706 59 Mar 6th 1765 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
20    William Smith  1658 74 Apr 12th 1732 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
21    Elizabeth Potter   Apr 9th 1776   Wife of John Potter  
         No 22 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
22    John Potter  1717 57 May 26th 1774   Husband of Elizabeth  
         Potter No 21 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
23    Thomas Mould  1810 16 Jun 15th 1826 
        Frances Mould Bennet  12 Mths Nov 30th 1827   Daughter ? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
24    Joseph Bailey  1707 35 Mar 5th 1742 

25    Thomas Pottar fillus ????      Heir are 2   
         Medallions on   
         the rear of this stone,  
         both illegible  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
26    John Potter  1784 68 May 18th 1852   Husband 
        Sarah Potter   61 Dec 9th 1841   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
27    Elizabeth Dabes 1747 4 Jan 28th 1751   Daughter of Mary Dabes 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
28    Thomas King  1715 72 Dec 3rd 1787   Husband 
        Elizabeth King  1714 55 Oct 1st 1769   Wife 

29    Elizabeth Haimes 1742 20 Aug 4th 1762   Wife of William Haines &  
         daughter of John &   
         Sarah Bott 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
30    Ann Stinson    1776 21 May 10th 1797   Daughter of Joseph &  
         Elizabeth Stinson No 31 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
31    Joseph Stinson    1751 68 Apr 17th 1816   Husband 
        Elizabeth Stinson 1747 75 Jan 10th 1822   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
32    Elizabeth Ayre Stinson 1819 10 Apr 12th 1829    
        John Ayre Stinson 1816 16 Mar 12th 1832 
        Catherine Stinson 1814 18 Jun 25th 1832 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
33    Ann Stinson  1781 84 May 16th 1865   Wife ?? 
        Thomas Stinson 1782 51 Sep 16th 1833   Husband ?? 
        Sarah Ann Davenport 1810 51 Nov 13th 1860   Daughter ?? 
        Thomas Stinson 1817  20 Oct 1st    1837   Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
34    Elizabeth Mary  
        Beaumont  1832 68 Apr 5th 1900   Wife of the Rector of this  
         Parish   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Left side of the path 
 
35    Thomas Radford 1843 74 Jul 2nd 1917   Toc H design on grave? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
36    Sarah Greasley 1778 23 Sep 23rd 1801   Wife of John Greasley 
        Sarah Ayre        Daughter of John &   
         Sarah Greasley - Died in  
         infancy 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
37    Sydney Percival 1829 66 Aug 19th 1895 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
38    Robert Wilson Ayre 1782 65 Jul 10th 1847   Husband 
        Mary Ayre  1776 35 Mar 7th 1811   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
39    Joseph Faux  1853 46 Apr 11th 1899 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
40    George Percival 1828 77 Dec 4th 1905   Husband 
        Selina Sarah Percival 1825 76 Nov 15th 1901   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
41    Mary Ann Doman 1786 59 Mar 6th 1845   Wife 
        John Doman  1782 81 Jan 28th 1863   Husband 
        Joseph Doman  Infant  Aug 28th 1851   Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
42    George Halford Freeman 1824 50 Aug 25th 1874 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
43    Mary Amelia Jackson 1868 8 May 17th 1876   Daughter of Charles &  
         Sarah Jacksonh 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
44    Grave sunken - unreadable 

45    Grave sunken - unreadable 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
46    Grave sunken - unreadable 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
47    Grave sunken - unreadable 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
48    Joseph Grice  1803 65 Apr 15th 1868 Of Coleorton Husband 
        Sarah Grice  1798 73 Mar 13th 1871   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
49    William Wayne 1838 15 Apr 20th 1853    Died - Canington, 189  
         Bell Barn  Road,   
         Birmingham - Son of  
         William & Ester Wayne 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
50    Edward Butt Knight 1792 52 Sep 4th 1844   Husband 
        Mary Ann Knight  78 Feb 14th 1870   Wife 
        Francis Henry Knight  35 Apr 27th 1865   5th Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
51    Elizabeth Bakewell 1811 26 Apr 8th 1837   Wife of Robert Bakewell 
        Eliza Bakewell  1830 2 Mar 7th 1832   Daughter 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
52    Thomas Sharpe 1736 62 Apr 5th 1798   Husband 
        Hannah Sharpe   Jan 16th 1805 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
53    John Sharpe  1697 24 Mar 6th 1721    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
54    John Sharpe  1728 69 Apr 26th 1797   Husband 
        Sarah Sharpe  1730 38 Oct 6th 1768   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
55    Sarah Sharpe  1784 27 Oct 11th 1811   Daughter of Edward &  
         Hannah Sharpe 
        John Sharpe  1808? 26 Mar ? 1834?   Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
56    Mary Ward  1837 44 May 4th 1881   Norwell, Notts - Daughter  
         of George & Eliza Dexter  
         of this place 

57    George Dexter  1728 48 Dec 12th 1776 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
58    Elizabeth Dexter     1702 21 Jul 12th 1723 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
59    Thomas Kidger 1790 67 Jun 23rd 1857   Husband 
        Catherine Kidger 1775 78 Jun 2nd 1853   Wife & Daughter of John  
         & Ann Ayre of this place 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
60    Elizabeth Berrisford   1830    1st wife of Thomas below 
                 Died in childbirth 
        Benjamin Berrisford   Died at 14 weeks   Possibly buried here 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
61    Thomas Berrisford 1791 83 Dec 31st 1874   Husband 
        Mary Berrisford 1805 78 May 24th 1883   Relict (2nd wife) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
62    Lucy Beckwith  1797 79 Dec 28th 1876   Wife 
        John Beckwith  1798 79 Apr 1st 1877   Husband 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
63    Harriet Lewis  1814 50 Feb 12th 1864   Daughter of the late  
         Capt W. W. Bailey 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
64    Thomas Wilson 1748 60 Feb 18th 1808   Of Newgate St 
         London 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
65    John Ayre  1776 28 Jul 25th 1804   Son of John & Ann Ayre 
        Theresa Ayre   14 Dec 5th 1804   Daughter 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
66    John Ayre  1727 79 Jul 21st 1806   Husband 
        Ann Ayre   90 Nov 16th 1839   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
67    Thomas Needham 1737 59 Oct 10th 1796    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
68    Richard Gamble 1749 58 Jan 7th 1807 

69    Thomas Toone  1765 50 Sep 23th 1815 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
70    John Radford  1702 63 Oct 3rd 1765    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
71    Joseph Berrisford 1721 21 Jan 4th 1742 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
72    John Berrisford 1724 40 Dec 20th 1764 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
73    Thomas Hart  1685 46 Sep 6th 1731 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
74    Elizabeth  Middleton 1815 69 Nov 22nd 1884   Wife 
        William Middleton 1817 73 Jan 28th 1890   Husband 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
75    Sarah Henderson 1820 77 Jan 26th 1897   Wife 
        Montgomery Henderson  Mar 20th  
   1808  84   Feb 14th 1892   Husband 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
76    John Walker  1838 33 May 16th 1871 Late of Thornton 

77    J.W. 1871        Small Stone next to  
         No 75 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
78   Too faint to read 1785 21 1806    This is a Tomb 
       Also William Baugh 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
79    Anthoney Aymes 1734 74 Nov 7th1808 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
80    Thomas Newton 1700 70 Jul 8th 1770 Of Ashby De La  Hosier 
       Zouch 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

East side of the Church 
81             The bodies of 5 children  
         of Henry & Sarah   
         Whirledge 
        Sarah Whirledge 1746 8 Mths Feb 10th 1746/7   Daughter 
        Frances Whirledge 1747 10 Days Dec 9th 1747   Daughter 
        William Whirledge 1755 2 Yrs Dec 2nd 1757   Son 
        Sarah Whirledge 1751 6 Yrs Dec 17th 1757   Daughter 
        Henry Whirledge 1753 4 Yrs Dec 20th 1757   Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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82    Catherine Slater  
        Swinburne  1811 25 Mar 27th 1836   Wife of Thomas Ward  
         Swinburne Esq., eldest  
         son of Ann Swinburne of  
         Corndean Hall,   
         Gloucestershire &   
         daughter of Mathew &  
         Ann Shepley of   
         Erdington, Warks. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
83    Walter Storer  1760 73 Nov 6th 1833   Husband 
        Charlotte Storer 1772 57 Feb 19th 1829   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
84    Elizabeth Sharpe 1713 76 Nov 17th 1789   Wife of William Sharpe 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
85    Henry King  1700 69 Jul 16th 1769   Husband of Jane King  
         below 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
86    Jane King  1700 62 Dec 17th 1762   Wife of Henry King   
         above 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
87    Mary Boncer  1735 26 Sep 29th 1761   Wife of John Boncer &  
         daughter of Henry &  
         Jane King above 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
88    Francis Mereweather,  
        Clerk MA   1784 80 Jul 21st 1864   He was Rector of   
         Coleorton Parish for 49  
         yrs & at the same time  
         Vicar of Whitwick for 45  
         years      
        Louis Christopher  
        Mereweather  1824 13 Jul 1st 1837   In a small Tomb on the  
         same enclosure 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
89    Hannah Williamson 1736 54 May 22nd 1790   Wife of Edward   
         Williamson 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
90    Jane King  1756 16 Sep 28th 1772   Daughter of Edward &  
         Hannah Williamson 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
91    John Sharpe  1669 54 Jul 9th 1723 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
92    Ann Manchfield 1676 48 Sep 24th 1724 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
93    Henry King  1744 17 Jul 14th 1761   Son of Henry & Jane  
         King - Nos 85 & 86 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
94   John Bartlett  Nov 23rd  
   1825  Nov 23rd 1825   Son of John & Teresa  
         Bartlett 
       John Edward Bartlett 1830 19 mths Feb 27th 1831   Son 
        Elizabeth Bartlett 1812 19 May 21st 1831   Daughter 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
95    William Sandford  
        Beckwith  1823 25 Jul 18th 1848   Eldest son of John &  
         Lucy Beckwith - No 61 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
96    Stone fallen face down - too heavy to lift 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
97    JEB 1831(small stone) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
98    William Beresford  
        Beaumont MA  1832 69 Feb 18th 1901   Honorary Canon of   
         Peterborough Cathedral,  
         sometimes Rural Dean of  
         West Akely,  and Rector  
         of Coleorton Parish for  
         36 years 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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99    Mary Bradbury  1793 29 Jun 27th 1822   Wife of Henry Bradbury 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
100    Joseph Walker  1775 68 Jun 22nd 1843   Husband 
        Rebecca Walker  1780 72 Aug 8th 1852   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
101  William Stretton 1785 76 Aug 21st 1861 Many years resident  Husband 
       in this Parish 
        Eleanor Stretton 1786 74 Oct 15th 1860   Wife 
        William Stretton 1848? 30 ? Aug 2nd 1878   Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
102  Betsy Sketchley 1806 4 Sep 10th 1810   Daughter of John &   
         Sarah Sketchley below  
        John Sketchley 1807 2Y 10M Sep 20th 1810   Son 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
103  John Sketchley 1778 41 Oct 20th 1819   Husband 
        Sarah Sketchley 1778 72 Jun 21st 1850   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
104  William Gough  1724 61 Aug 13th 1785   Husband 
        Ann Gough  1731 55 Aug 10th 1786   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
105  Mary Heathcote 1759 34 Mar 7th 1793   Wife of William   
         Heathcote 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
106  Mary Wardle  1737 37 May 14th 1774   Wife of James Wardle 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
107  Thomas Gilbert 1698 60 Aug 30th 1758   Husband 
        Martha Gilbert   54 May 7th 1758   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
108  Robert Kirby  1786 68 Feb 23rd 1854   Husband 
        Mary Kirby  1778 81 Jan 24th 1859   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
109  William Harris  1682 50 Oct 8th 1732 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
110  Sarah Bodill  1731 26 Nov 13th 1757   Wife of Richard Bodill 
        Sarah Harris    Sep 26th 1754   Mother of Sarah 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
111  Annie Whirledge 1870 9 Mar 4th 1879   Daughter of Joseph &  
         Sarah Whirledge 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
112  John Whirledge 1806 70 Nov 24th 1876   Husband 
        Charlotte Whirledge 1808 81 Apr 3rd 1889   Wife 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
113  Elizabeth Birchill 1833 66 Nov 4th 1899 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
114  Mary Ann Whirledge 1838 77 Jan 4th 1915    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
115  Julia Beaumont 1836 30 Sep 4th 1866   Wife of Rev W B   
         Beaumont, Rector of this  
         Parish 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
116  Dame Paulina  
        Menzies Beaumont 1829 41 Dec 9th 1870   Wife of Sir George   
         Beaumont Bart 
        Eleanor Grace Caroline 1859 11 Dec 16th 1870   Youngest daughter 
        George Howland  
        Beaumont Bart   Jun 8th 1882    Husband 
         
        William Beaumont Mar 10th  
   1851   63   Jun 21st 1914   Died at Aix-les-Bains.  
         This was  Sir George  
         Howland  William   
         Beaumont 10th Baronet’s  
         son, who was born at  
         Eaton Square, London  
         and who was actually  
         buried at Pere-Lachaise,  
         Paris. In memorian  
         only. 
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GRAVES RECORDED FROM THE TWO LARGE CROSSES IN THE CORNER ON THE RH 
SIDE (FACING THE CHURCH) FROM THE WALL THAT RUNS EAST TO WEST (SEE 

NOS.15, 98, 99,100 AND 101 IN PRECEDING CHART IN THIS AREA ALSO) 
 

 There is a small stone to Elizabeth Platts. Died Sept 1810, aged 77. 

 The next one over is to William and Louisa Walker. 

 There is then a large grave which is to Benjamin Walker. Died 9th Feb 1861 aged 75. 

 There is a cross (low) above this grave to Dorothy Freason Walker. Died 11th Aug 1889 
aged 64. 

 There is then a small gravestone to Jane Williamson, died 1793. 

 Beside this is a grave to Mabel, youngest daughter of Charles and Mary Ann 
Hickinbottom. Born 18th Aug 1887, died 7th Feb 1906. 

 There is then a gravestone to to Eleanor Maude Mary only child of John and Mary 
Charvill of this parish, died 10th April 1872 aged 13 months. 

 The last one in this line is to Constance, daughter of Jesse Fewkes, died 19th Oct 1880 
aged 9, with Thomas Richard Shaw son of Joseph Shaw, died 1st Feb 1888 aged 27 and 
also, Alice wife of Joseph Shaw, died 24th June 1886 aged 27. 

 
THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT RECORDED IN ANY PARICULAR ORDER 

 Anna Maria, wife of Joseph Boultbee, Jnr. Of Swannington and daughter of the Rev. Mr 
Thomas Boultbee of Brailsford in Derbyshire, died 9th Jan 1746 aged 25 

 This is a broken stone against the wall to Sarah Walker,died 14th Feb 1743 aged 95. 

 Also against the wall, to Thomas hope, needs digging out in order to obtain further 
information. This is probably related to grave No.18 in above list. 

 There is a small stone in front of the wall to Durant, died 1771. Also needs digging out. 

 To Mary Brooks of Coleorton, died 26th May 1879 aged 77 

 This gravestone stone needs cleaning up in order to be able to read it. 

 There is a small cross near / in a tree by the wall. 

 This gravestone is to Elezabe Durant, died 9th Jan 1736 aged 57 (spelling of Christian 
name ??) 

 A gravestone to Henry Whirledge, died 26th Feb 1709 and also son of Henry and Susan 
Whirledge, died 26th Sept 1701 

 Gravestone to William, the second son of William and Jane Preston, died 20th July 
1866 aged 56 and to Jane, wife of William Preston, died 28th Sept 1872 

 Gravestone to Louisa Mary, wife of William Walker of Cole Orton, died 25th March 1896 
aged 62, and to William Walker, died 12th Nov 1909 aged 80. 

 Gravestone to Simpson, eldest son of William and Louisa Walker of Coleorton, died 
24th Oct 1892 aged 34 

 An overgrown grave with the stone laying down – needs to be uncovered 

 A small stone in the ground reads IB 1825 

 Gravestone to William Manchfield, died 24th Sept 1794 aged 48 – Could be related to 
No. 92 in the preceding list. 

 Geaveston to Mary, daughter of John Bonser by Martha his wife, died 5th March 1785 
aged 15 

 Stone has fallen and needs lifting – very heavy? 

 Gravestone to Hannah wife of Thomas Walker, died 28th April 1761 aged 31 

 Gravestone to John Bradbury son of John and Rebecca Bradbury, died 11th June 1767 
aged 31 and to Elizabeth, his wife, died 4th Feb 1760 aged 27 

 Gravestone to Elizabeth, wife of John Bradbury – needs uncovering 

 Gravestone to John Bradbury, died 5th July 1752 aged 51 and to Rebecca, his wife, 
died 26th Dec 1779 aged 85 

 Gravestone – William – needs uncovering. 

 Gravestone to Henry Boncer by Rebecca his wife, died 8th Aug 1752 aged 11 – This 
gravestone is partially under another stone and needs uncovering. 
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 Another stone needs uncovering 

 Gravestone to John Gamble, died 6th Aug 1721. 

 A small stone in the ground that needs investigation 

 Grave sunk – cannot be read 

 Gravestone unreadable 

 Small grave – stone can’t be read 

 Gravestone to Thomas Price, died 11th April 1761 aged 55 

 Gravestone to George Dexter, died 11th June 1755 aged 79 

 Gravestone broken – name not readable, died23rd March in their 82nd year? 

 Gravestone to Richard Price, died 17th Oct 1746 aged 55 

 Gravestone to William Thomas Dexter, died 12th Dec 1730 aged 84 

 Gravestone to John, son of John and Mary Daves, died 28th June 1730 aged 10 

 Gravestone to Elizabeth, daughter of John and Mary Daves, died 28th Jan 1751 

 Gravestone to John Bailey of Coleorton, died 22nd Jan 1804 aged 72 and also Mary his 
wife, died 8th April 1788 aged 49 and also three daughters and one son:- 

  Mary, died May 1790 aged 25 
  Sarah, died 18th Dec 1792 
  Eliza, died 22nd Oct 1794 aged 32 
  John, died 20th March 1799 aged 71 

 Gravestone to Thomas Walker (Senior), died 3rd March 1773 aged 64 and also Thomas, 
son of Thomas and Sarah, died 3rd November 1766 aged 24 

 Gravestone to Elizabeth Walker, wife of Benjamin Walker, died 20th Oct 1744 aged 51 
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BURIALS OF MEMBERS OF THE BEAUMONT FAMILY AT  
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, COLEORTON 

 

The following has been transcribed by Samuel T Stewart from information left in 
the archives of John Crocker (local historian):- 
 
Physical evidence of the interment of the ancient Lords of the Manor of Coleorton, either within 
the Church or consecrated burial ground have been lost, with the one exception, that being of Sir 
Henry and Lady Elizabeth Beaumont inside the Church (depicted below). Church records may 
reveal the interment, in the vault under the chancel, of the ancestors and / or successors of Sir 
Henry, up to 1702, since when no Beaumonts were buried at Coleorton until 1827. Much damage 
was inflicted on the Church, its structure, and its monuments, during the Civil War by occupying 
Parliament forces. The reader should note that some of the following information is recorded in 
the appended St. Mary’s old church yard burial audit and also in memorial tablets / plaques audit 
information, but this is unavoidable due to the complexities of the information. 
 

In the South Chapel of the church:- 
 

 
 

The plaque inscription reads:- 
 

HERE LIETH THE BODIES OF SIR HENRY BEAUMONT KNIGHT, AND LADIE ELIZABETH 
HIS WIFE. HENRY WAS SON TO NICHOLAS BEAUMONT ESQ. ELIZABETH WAS 

DAUGHTER AND HEIR OF JOHN LOUIS ESQ. BY WHOM HE HAD ONLY ONE SON SIR 
THOMAS BEAUMONT KNIGHT, WHO MARRIED THE DAUGHTER AND HEIR OF HENRY 

SAPCOTT ESQ. SIR HENRY DIED THE 3RD MARCH 1607,  
LADIE ELIZABETH DIED THE 26TH MARCH 1608 
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In the Church Vault 
 
Interred are the remains of:- 
 
 Sir George Howland Beaumont 7th Baronet, died 7th March 1827 aged 73 years, and Dame 

Margaret Beaumont, his wife who died July 14th 1829 aged 73. 
 
 Also Sir George Howland Willoughby Beaumont 8th Baronet, died June 7th 1845, and Dame 

Mary Anne Beaumont his wife, died Feb 15th 1835 aged 28. Also their children; Susan Mary, 
died Sept 25th 1827 aged one month, and Willoughby Hastings fourth and youngest son died 
Feb 20th 1835 aged 21/2 years. 

 
 Also Sir George Howland Beaumont 9th Baronet, born at Lambeth Palace Sept 12th 1828, 

died at Coleorton June 8th 1882, and Dame Paula Menzies Beaumont, his first wife, born at 
Chinsurah, Bengal Dec 19th 1828, died at Coleorton on Dec 9th 1870 aged 41. Also their 
second son Francis Beaumont, born at Naples Feb 11th 1854, died at Hampton Wick on Jan 
3rd 1875, and Eleanor Grace Caroline Beaumont, their second daughter, born at Coleorton on 
March 27th 1859 and died at Coleorton on Dec 16th 1870 aged 11. 

  
The information on the latter is confusing, in that Dame Paula was buried in the church yard 
together with Eleanor Grace Caroline and Sir George Howland Beaumont 9th Baronet, but  also 
listed is William Beaumont, son of Sir George Howland William Beaumont 10th Baronet, who died 
at Aix - les - Bains on June 21st 1914. This was Sir George Howland William Beaumont 10th 
Baronet’s son, who was born  at Eaton Square, London who was actually buried at Pere-
Lachaise, Paris.  It would be reasonable to assume from this that the remains of Sir George, 
Dame Paula and Eleanor Grace Caroline, where removed to the vault at some later stage, and 
William Beaumonts name was added to the grave in memoriam only. 
 
 

Beaumonts buried in the old Churchyard 
 
 In the south - east corner of the old churchyard is the grave and headstone of William 

Beresford Beaumont, younger brother of Sir George Howland Beaumont 9th Baronet - “In 
memoriam. William Beresford Beaumont M.A. Honorary Canon of Peterborough Cathedral, 
sometime Dean of Westa Akeley and Rector of this Parish for 36 years. He was born at 
Addington, Surrey on March 31st 1831. Died at Coleorton on Feb 18th 1901 aged 69 years. 

 
 Buried in the east - side of the churchyard is Julia Beaumont, first wife of the Rector William 

Beresford Beaumont above. She died Sept 14th 1866 aged 30 years. 
 
 On the right side of the churchyard path lies Elizabeth Mary Beaumont, second wife of the 

Rector William Beresford Beaumont. She was born at Siddlesmere, Suffolk on Sep 25th 1831 
and died at Coleorton on April 5th 1900 aged 68 years. 

 
 On the right side of the churchyard path lies Dame Lillie Ellen Beaumont’s grave. She was 

the wife of Sir George Howland William Beaumont 10th Baronet who died Aug 18th 1946 aged 
87 years. 

 
 At the east side of the Church lies the original grave of Dame Paula Menzies Beaumont, 

Eleanor Grace Caroline Beaumont and Sir George Howland Beaumont 9th Baronet. William 
Beaumont was added to this in memoriam only, as he died in France and was buried in Paris. 
Please see the information given under the heading “In the Church Vault”. 

 

 
 



 40 

The Churchyard extension - 1917 - Beaumont’s family burial plot 
 

 
 

The Tombstones in remembrance of the Rev William Beresford Beaumont and 
Dame Lillie Ellen Beaumont the wife of  

Sir George Howland Willoughby Beaumont, 10th Baronet.  
Their actual graves are both in the old graveyard. 

 
 
Dame Lillie Beaumont was the mother of Sir George Arthur Hamilton Beaumont 11th 
Baronet.  
 
The inscription on her tombstone reads:  
 
“Sacred to the memory of Dame Lillie Ellen Beaumont, wife of Sir George H. W. Beaumont, 
10th Baronet, who died on Aug 18th 1946, aged 87 years. Looking into Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith. R.I.P.” 
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The Tomb of Sir George Arthur Hamilton Beaumont 11th Baronet. The original 

grave is situated in the old graveyard on the right hand side of the path. 
 

The inscription on the stones beneath the cross reads: 
 

IN 
LOVING MEMORY 

OF 
GEORGE ARTHUR HAMILTON BEAUMONT 

11TH BARONET 
BORN JANUARY 18TH 1881 
DIED OCTOBER 2ND 1933 

COME UNTO ME ALL THAT TRAVAIL AND ARE 
HEAVY LADEN AND I WILL REFRESH THE 
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This plaque is situated on the wall directly adjacent to the Tomb of Sir George 

Arthur Hamilton Beaumont 11th Baronet 

 
The inscription to the plaque reads:- 
 

THE ADDITION TO THIS CHURCHYARD 
IN MEMORY OF 

SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT 10TH BARONET 
IS GIVEN BY HIS WIDOW 

DAME LILLIE ELLEN BEAUMONT 
AND BY THEIR SON 

MAJOR SIR GEORGE BEAUMONT 11TH BARONET 
FEBRUARY 18TH 1917 

LORD, THOU HAST BEEN OUR REFUGE 
FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER 

 

Addendum:- 
 
The following are buried elsewhere :- 
 Renee Muriel Bell (widow of Sir G. A. H. Beaumont 11th Baronet) born 24th December 1902 in 

Africa and died Nov 28th 1987 aged 84 at Newbury and buried there. 
 Eleanor Brienne Collins (nee Beaumont), only daughter of Sir G. A. H. Beaumont and Lady 

Renee Beaumont, who was born at Coleorton on June 10th 1927 and died on Oct 14th 1979 at 
Karen, Kenya and was buried there. 
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The grave of Sir George Howland Francis Beaumont 12th and last Baronet  
1924 - 2011 

Placed next to his father the 11th Baronet 
SIR FRANCIS PASSED AWAY ON MARCH 26TH 2011 AND CAME BACK HOME TO 

BE BURIED IN THE BEAUMONT FAMILY PLOT IN ST. MARY’S CHURCHYARD, 
WHERE A PRIVATE FAMILY FUNERAL WAS HELD WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY 

HIS TWO TWIN DAUGHTERS GEORGINA BRIENNE ARABELLA AND  
FRANCESCA RENEE HENRIETTA WHO CAME OVER FROM AUSTRALIA 
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The five Beaumont’ graves  
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The above tree and plaque to the memory of Eleanor Brienne Collins (nee., Beaumont) was 
thought to have been placed at the front of the hall sometime in the early 1980’s, by her brother 
Sir George Howland Francis Beaumont, the 12th Baronet as a memorial to his sister, and 
combined his mother’s commemoration of her only daughter. Eleanor was the only daughter of 
the 11th Baronet and his wife Renee, and it is interesting that her father’s nickname “Sammy”, 
given to him by his mother, appears on the plaque. Eleanor had a dog named Sammy also. 
 

 
 

The above photograph taken c.1930, in front of the sundial at Coleorton Hall, is of George 
Howland Francis Beaumont (RH side), and his younger sister Eleanor Brienne. They were the 
children of the Sir George Arthur Hamilton Beaumont, 11th Baronet and his wife Lady Renee 
Muriel.  
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DEATH OF A LEICESTERSHIRE SPORTSMAN 
SIR GEORGE ARTHUR HAMILTON BEAUMONT, 11TH BARONET 

1881 - 1933 
 

Grantham Journal - Oct 7th Oct 1933 
Death of a Leicestershire sportsman. 
 
Sir George Beaumont of Coleorton Hall, died on Monday October 2nd 1933, at Lambourne, 
Berkshire, where he and Lady Beaumont were holiday guests at Stork House, the residence of 
Capt. Oswald Marmaduke Dalby Bell the race-horse trainer. Sir George, who was 52, was a well 
known sporting baronet. He leaves his wife, a son, George Howland Francis Beaumont, aged 9, 
and a daughter, Eleanor Brienne, 6. Early this year, Sir George, a descendant of one of the oldest 
families in the land, surprised the inhabitants of the villages near his home by calling from door to 
door selling garden produce. 
 
Supplementary information – Sir George died of Cardiac Failure & Coronory Thrombosis. 
                   

The Funeral of Sir George Beaumont, Bart. 
October 5th 1933 
 
The funeral of Sir George Beaumont, Bt., of Coleorton Hall, Leicestershire, took place on 
Thursday. The church was crowded for the funeral which was conducted by the Rev. H. D. 
Handford (vicar of Ashby), the Rev. Harold Robinson, vicar of Plumtree, Notts, formerly Rector of 
Coleorton, and the present rector, The Rev. H. E. Stevens. 
 Buglers of the Kings Royal Rifle Corps, Sir George’s old regiment, sounded the “Last 
Post” and “Reveille” at the graveside. 
 The mourners were – Lady Beaumont, Major-General Sir Edward and Lady Northey, 
Miss. Northey, Mr. Edward Northey, Mr. Rudolpf Northey, Mrs. Compton Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Le 
Briero, Captain Bell, Colonel Heygate, Mrs. Fisher, Sir Francis Newton, Colonel Crosby, Colonel 
Denison (best man at Sir George’s wedding), Colonel Sturgess, Mrs. Orfla Fisher, Mrs. Compton 
Smith, Colonel A.E. Martin. 

 
Those listed as being present are far too numerous to record. 

 
Lady Beaumont’s wreath, a huge Maltese cross in pink carnations and ferns, bore the inscription, 
“With all our dearest love, Renee, Francis and Brienne”. 
 The Dowager Lady Beaumont’s wreath was inscribed, “In ever loving memory, from 
mother”. 

 
There were so many other wreaths, again far too numerous to record. 

 
Many of the villagers and their children carried sprays of flowers, which they affectionately 
dropped at the graveside. 

Sir George’s coffin was draped with the Union Jack and he was buried in the shadow of 
the Hall, in the new portion of the churchyard, formerly part of the hall grounds, which he and his 
mother, the Lady Dowager Beaumont, of Swannington, gave to the church. A portion of this was 
reserved as the burial place for the Beaumont family, as the vault in the church had been closed 
ever since Sir George Howland Beaumont restored the church in the 1870’s. (for further details, 
see “A History of Coleorton and the Locality” by Samuel T Stewart). The choir led the procession 
to the grave. The hymns sung during the service were “The King of Love” and “Rock of Ages”. 

                  



 47 

     
 

Lady Beaumont and Major General Sir Edward Northey 
 

 
 

Taking the coffin on the bier to the graveside, borne by Messrs, J. J. Knight 
(oldest tenant), J. Capenor, R. Walker, and E. Toon. Sir George’s mother, the Lady 

Dowager (Dame Lillie Ellen) is following the bier. 
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The choir leading the cortege to the graveside 

 

 
 

A large gathering of mourners 
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At the graveside 
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RELEVANT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
 

Leicester Journal – July 7th 1854  
 

“Anniversary meeting of the Coleorton Association of Church Choirs, and Re-
Opening of Coleorton Church on Tuesday July 4th 1854.” 

 
The following is a synopsis only of the above article – 
 
The Coleorton Association of Church Choirs originated two years ago and had its source in the 
laudable desire to improve and elevate the church music which has, during the last few years, 
arisen in the Church of England. Its principle founder, we believe, was the Reverend H. Bennett, 
of Whitwick. It has since been taken under the patronage of the neighbouring clergy and gentry, 
who have rightly judged that one way at least of improving the influence they possess to the good 
of those around them was to diffuse and cultivate a taste for genuine church music, especially 
among the poorer classes of the population. Such effects are beneficial alike to the cause of 
religion and amelioration. For that the choral services of our churches, generally speaking, up to a 
very recent date were anything but excellent, and calculated to excite no feeling less than 
devotion, we presume no argument is required to prove; and that the cultivation of good music, 
both sacred and secular, is among the most efficient means to civilise and humanise the masses 
of our population, is now universally admitted. We regard it therefore as highly fitting, that the 
clergy, whose office obliges them to seek both the honour of religion and the welfare of their 
fellow men, should take the lead in movements of this kind. The success which has attended the 
efforts made in the vicinity of Coleorton is most remarkable. At present, we believe the 
association includes seven choirs – namely those of Coleorton, Whitwick, Normanton, 
Swepstone, Ibstock, Long Whatton and St. George’s, Swannington. The choirs are composed 
almost exclusively of working classes in the strictest sense of the term, and whether we consider 
the materials of which they have been formed, or the difficulties in a district like that under 
consideration exist in the way of practice and improvement, we must regard the progress 
made as wonderful, and that it must be highly satisfactory to the benevolent individuals who have 
done so much to promote it, we can have no doubt. 
 The first anniversary meeting was held last year in Whitwick. This year the anniversary 
was most appropriately conjoined with the re-opening of Coleorton Church, which has lately been 
restored, partly in the decorated and partly in the perpendicular style, under the directions of Mr. 
H. Stevens of Derby, principally we understand, at the expense of Sir Geo Beaumont. We have 
not been able to learn the precise cost, but it will probably very considerably exceed £1,000. The 
edifice is now one of which the Parish may well be proud. It is fitted with open seats instead of 
pews, and every arrangement which could secure the becoming conduct of divine worship and 
the comfort of the worshippers, appears to have been made. A very neat organ (a Double C), 
built by Mr. H. Bryceson, of Tottenham Court Road, London has been placed in the chancel, also, 
we understand, at Sir George Beaumont’s expense. 
 The morning service commenced at half-past eleven. The church was crowded with a 
numerous and highly respected assemblage. We were pleased to observe, however, that the 
poor were not excluded, either by their own indifference to the service, or by the want of room for 
their accommodation, but attended in considerable numbers, and manifested great interest. The 
associated choirs numbered seventy persons, chiefly of course, young men and boys. The organ 
was not opened during divine service, as we understood, from the apprehension that singers not 
being accustomed to it would be more hindered than helped by its accompaniment. With due 
deference, however, to the gentlemen by whom the arrangements were made, we cannot avoid 
expressing a belief that its use would have been very advantageous, inasmuch as it would have 
prevented a want of confidence which was very perceptible, in some portions of the service 
especially. If we might adventure a remark or two, by way of criticism, it would be on the 
character of some one or two of the selections, which appeared to us rather too difficult, 
especially in the absence of an instrument. However, the whole went off exceedingly well, we 
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were particularly struck with the correct and distinct enunciation of the words, which, were not of 
easy attainment, particularly in a rural district. 
 During the morning service the prayers were read by the Rev. F. Merewether; the first 
lesson by the Rev. T. Helmore; the second lesson by the Rev. H. Bennett; the communion 
service by the Rev. Dr. Wordsworth, Canon of Westminster, assisted by the Rev. – Jordan; Mr. 
Merewether read the offertory; the sermon was preached by the Rev. Canon Wordsworth (a close 
relative of William Wordsworth the Poet). 
 At the conclusion of the service, Mr. Edward Mammatt of Ashby de la Zouch, played 
some voluntaries with great effect. 
 

 
 

Supplentary information :-  
Edward Mammatt was the son of Edward and Eliza Mammatt of Ashby and he was blind from 
childhood. He played the organ at St.Helen’s Church, Ashby from the age of 13 and wrote organ 
and choral music which is still available today. He lived in Rawdon Terrace, Ashby. 
 
After the service a large proportion of the congregation now retired to a spacious and 
commodious marquee erected in the grounds attached to the Hall, where an excellent luncheon 
was awaiting them. Through the kindness of Sir George Beaumont, the whole of the choristers 
sat down with the company, and appeared to enjoy themselves very highly, the juveniles 
especially. The number present at the table, including the choirs, was about two hundred. 
 At the conclusion of the luncheon, Sir G. H. Beaumont rose to give the first toast of the 
day. A number of toasts and speeches followed (far too numerous to list). The President gave 
“the preacher of the day – Dr. Wordsworth”, which was received with much applause. 
 The Rev. G. R. Portal, of London, gave “the ladies” which was coupled with the name of 
Lady Beaumont. The Rev speaker pointed out in the course of an eloquent speech, the important 
services which females can render to the ministers of religion. 
 The company left the tent to spend an hour wandering over the beautiful grounds of the 
mansion. At half-past five the bells were chiming for evening service and at six o’clock the church 
was again filled with a very numerous congregation. 
 The collection at the offertory in the morning and in the evening at the door amounted to 
£46 19s 10d. The services were concluded by a quarter before eight o’clock. 
 Amongst the numerous clergy, ladies and gentlemen present and recorded at the 
services and dining were E. Fisher Esq., E. Fisher Junior Esq., and Mr and Mrs. Sherwin of 
Coleorton. (This would have been William Sherwin junior and his wife. He formed a solicitor’s 
partnership with the aforementioned Edward Fisher senior). 
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Leicester Journal - January 17th 1862. 
 

A glance at Coleorton in winter 

 

 
 

A snowy scene at St. Mary’s Church, Coleorton 

 
The rural villages of England generally look cheerless at this season of the year, but Coleorton is 
generally an exception. In addition to the taste readable here of the painter and the poet of yore, 
the passer by is pleased with the thought that the present baronet is not regardless of the 
improvement of his estate, and that the ladies connected with the hall and church show a taste 
not inferior it is presumed, in a decorative point of view, to those illustrious persons whose 
praised ears have of course bean so long since deaf.  
 
The church here is at all times pretty, but at Christmas time it has of late been particularly so 
owing to the admirable taste shown in the distribution of the evergreens and holly berries usually 
seen more or less in English churches at this time of year, the taste now shown is certainly first 
class, and especially the letters “glory be to God in the highest”, which are composed of 
variegated holly leaves and fixed on a white ground.  
 
The reading desk to looks particularly pretty, and reflects credit on Mr. Montgomery Henderson, 
the highly esteemed head gardener at Coleorton Hall. 
 

Buckinghamshire Herald - September 23rd 1876 
 

Harvest Festival 
 
On Thursday week, the annual harvest thanksgiving festival took place. The day commenced with 
the celebration of the Holy Communion in the Parish church, at half past nine o’ clock, and at 
four o’ clock about 500 persons enjoyed an excellent tea, after which they were addressed by 
the Vicar, Rev. C. L. Alexander, and the Rev. C. H. Travers, Rector of Purley, formerly Vicar of 
the Parish for eleven years. Then they adjourned to the vicarage grounds, where the prizes to the 
amount of £16 were distributed by Mrs. Beaumont, Cole-Orton Rectory (Leicestershire), to the 
successful exhibitors at the show on Tuesday. At seven o’ clock the clergy, preceded by the 
choir, walked in procession to the church, singing the hymn “come, ye thankful people come”. 
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The sacred building was full to overflowing by a most attentive orderly congregation; and after a 
hearty service, an able and practical sermon was preached by the Rev. W. B. Beaumont, Rector 
of Coleorton and Rural Dean. The collection, which was made on behalf of the Bucks, Infirmary 
amounted to £6. 12. 9. The decorations were remarkably good. The pulpit was encircled with a 
beautiful wreath of white roses, ferns and corn, interspersed with scarlet geraniums, while the 
alter supported a very handsome arrangement of vegetables, fruits and flowers, which with the 
extra lights, presents a most charming appearance. The thanks of the public are due to Messr’s. 
Dalton, Windsor, Woodman and Brazier, who kindly acted as judges; to Messr’s. Biggs and 
Harris, of Cublington, who, with their usual generosity, lent their rick cloth; and to Messr’s. 
Palmer, Cooper, Willies, Bates, Hedges, and Towfield, members of the committee who worked 
with untiring energy and goodwill for nearly four days, and to whose exertions the success of the 
whole may be fairly attributed. 
 

THE MARRIAGE AND MEMORIES OF CONSTANCE MARY 
BEAUMONT  -  b. JULY 25TH 1834, m. JULY 6TH 1852,  

d. OCT 7TH 1929 AGED 95  
 

Leicester Journal – July 9th 1852 

Marriage of Miss Beaumont – 
The marriage of Constance Mary, daughter of the late, and sister of the present Sir George 
Beaumont, Bart., High Sheriff of the County, to William Unwin Heygate Esq., of the Midland 
Circuit, son of the late Sir W. Heygate, Bart., and brother of Sir F. W. Heygate, was solemnized in 
the Parish Church at Coleorton, in the presence of a large circle of relatives and friends. The 
auspicious event excited much interest in that part of the county, and the inhabitants of Coleorton 
and other places in the neighbourhood, dressed in their best, flocked to the church in large 
numbers. 
 The wedding party left the hall about half-past eleven o’clock, and were greeted with “Hail 
Smiling Morn”, which was well performed by the Melbourne Junior Brass Band, under the 
leadership of Mr. Leonard Warren. 
 The bride was attired in a white glace silk dress, covered with Honiton Lace, and wore a 
bouquet and wreath of orange flowers, myrtle, and lilies, and a Honiton Lace veil. The 
bridesmaids were Miss Alice Kingsmill, Miss Crewe, Miss Mary Crewe, Miss Henrietta Cockerell, 
Miss Jane Packe, Miss Beacham, and Miss Mary Belli, all of whom wore white tarlatan muslin 
dresses, trimmed with pink, white jackets to match, and white fancy straw bonnets with wreaths of 
wild roses. 
 The ceremony was performed by the Rev. C. A. Belli, and the bride was given away by 
her brother, Sir George. 
 The path from the hall to the church was carpeted, and on either side were ranged the 
children of the village day school, nearly 120 in number, each of whom was supplied with a white 
satin rosette, and on the bride and bridegroom leaving the church a profusion of flowers were 
strewed before them. The “javelin men” in uniform, and carrying white wands, were in attendance, 
and they as well as all connected with the estate were all supplied with flowers. As the bride and 
bridegroom left the church, the band struck up “The Wedding Polka”, the bells sent forth a merry 
peal, and a salute of twenty cannons were fired. The dinner party then partook of an elegant 
dejeuner at the hall, and at half-past one o’clock the happy couple left for Loughborough, in a new 
travelling carriage drawn by four grey horses, amidst the endless cheering of the assembled 
multitude, which was kept up continuously until the carriage had quitted the grounds. From 
Loughborough they would proceed per railway to town, on their way to Switzerland, to spend the 
honeymoon. 
 The remainder of the party, amongst whom were Sir George and Lady Beaumont, Mrs. 
Howley, Sir F. W. and Lady Heygate, Miss Mary Ann Beaumont, Mr. F. Beaumont, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kingsmill, Miss Cockerell, Mr. J. Belli, Mr. W. Belli, Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Beacham, Earl and 
Countess Howe, Hon. W. Curzon, Mr. C. W. Packe, and Mrs. Packe-Reading, Mr. Herrick of 
Beaumanor, and Miss Herrick, Archdeacon Harrison, Mr. C. Hodson (formerly secretary to the 
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Archbishop of Canterbury), Rev. F. Merewether, Mrs., Miss, and Mr. C. Merewether, Rev. J. B. 
Sweet, Rev. W. C. Stapleton, Rev. E. Paget, and about twenty others whose names are not 
known to us, then proceeded to Ashby, where a general meeting of the society of Ivanhoe 
Archers was held on the Bath Grounds. 
 About two o’clock, the “javelin men”, tenants, and others sat down to dinner on the lawn, 
under the presidency of Mr. P. Heward, under steward to Sir George, and with Mr. Faux in the 
vice chair. Health and happiness to the bride and bridegroom, the health of Sir George and Lady 
Beaumont, the health of Mrs. Howley, and other toasts were drunk, and in the afternoon and 
evening a selection of country dances were engaged in, to the strains of the band before named, 
and all seemed highly delighted with the entertainment provided for them. 

Contributed by the Dowager Lady Beaumont  
to the Cole Orton Parish Magazine, November, 1929. 

On October 7th there passed away one who had lived amongst us for eight years, and had 
reached the great age of ninety-five. I have been asked to write some record of her life, as I have 
known and loved her for nearly fifty years. 
 Constance Mary Beaumont was born on July 25th 1834, and her mother, Lady Beaumont, 
died in February 1835, leaving behind her a sorrowing husband, and three motherless children. 
 The baby girl was taken into the loving care of her grandparents Archbishop and Mrs. 
Howley, and brought up at Lambeth Palace and at Addington, only coming from time to time to 
Cole Orton to see her father and her two brothers. 
 She had a most nice and loving upbringing, though she must have been lonely 
sometimes, as she herself used to say “My youngest playfellow was an Archdeacon”. But she 
was the light and joy of her grandparents, and perhaps her first great sorrow was the death of 
Archbishop Howley in 1848. 
 During her childhood at Lambeth she had met many celebrated people, and she had 
many recollections of those early days, and of her visits to Queen Adelaide, the widow of William 
lV. 
 She used to relate how the Archbishop had confirmed, crowned and married Queen 
Victoria, and baptized the Princess Royal and the Prince of Wales. 
 Constance Beaumont was married in Cole Orton Church on July 6th 1852, to Mr. William 
Heygate. She was very young, not quite eighteen, and a very fair young bride she must have 
been. There are very few people still living who can remember her wedding. It was the beginning 
of a long and happy life lasting for fifty years, till her husband was taken from her in March 1902. 
 Her life was full of interests and of work for others. She travelled much, and went on 
many long voyages, for she loved the sea, and the rougher the weather the more she enjoyed it. 
 Her home for many years was Roeciffe Manor, and she often came to Cole Orton to visit 
her two brothers, Sir George Beaumont and Canon Beaumont, to both of whom she was deeply 
attached. 
 When I came to Cole Orton for the first time in November 1880 Mrs Heygate gave me a 
warm welcome, and from that time she was to me a most kind aunt and a true and loyal friend. In 
many times of trouble I could always count upon her loving sympathy and help, and I loved her 
dearly. 
 All through her life religion was her guiding principle, and she loved to worship every 
Sunday in church, and would never miss a service if she could help it. In this she set us all a 
wonderful example. 
 During the last year of her life it was her great sorrow that she could not come to church, 
and she grieved to that she could not visit her friends in the parish, who loved to see and talk to 
her, and who missed her sadly. 
 The last year of her life brought to her much suffering and great sorrow in the loss of her 
loving and devoted daughter, Mrs. Philpott, who’s passing brought grief to the whole parish. 
 I saw Mrs Heygate on the morning of October 7th and she just knew me. She passed 
away peacefully that evening and was laid to rest beside her husband in the Churchyard of St. 
Mary, Woodhouse Eaves, on Thursday October 10th 1929. She will be held in loving 
remembrance by many, especially in Coleorton, and in Woodhouse Eaves, where so much of her 
long life was spent. 


