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COLEORTON FISHPOND 

 
The  landscape of the area shown in the preceding 1881 surveyed map is now much different 
today following the building of the Coleorton by-pass (A 512) to the north of the fish pond in 1992. 
The old Ashby Road is now only used as an access road off The Upper Moor just south of the re-
aligned cross roads, in order to access the remaining houses, school and St. John’s Chapel and 
cemetery. It exits to meet the by-pass at the top of Church Hill with a branch to Farm Town at the 
bottom of the hill.         
 
Prior to the fishpond being dug, there would have been a bridge, or a ford, to cross the streams 
carrying the drainage water from the south side of the village. As the road was part of the Ashby 
to Loughborough turnpike road, something reasonably substantial would have been required. The 
current bridge would have been built at the time the fishpond was created by digging out an area 
and damming the streams, in the early part of the 19th century. It was most likely created as part 
of the landscaping of the surrounding area of Coleorton Hall and to also provide fish for the table 
at the Hall.  
 
The bridge, which is Grade ll listed, was constructed using locally quarried Coleorton sandstone, 
with two arches that originally carried a single track road across the pond. By 1938, the traffic 
volume and vehicular size, demanded that the road and bridge be widened. The bridge was taken 
down stone by stone, each one numbered and stored on site. The stones were rebuilt in precisely 
the same order as they were removed; thus the outside walls of the bridge are the same as they 
were in the original bridge. Two new arches were built, and the arch nearest the cross-roads, was 
fitted out to serve as a boat house, with mooring rings set in the walls.  
 
There is a well worn story, that when the construction of the fishpond was under discussion at the 
Hall, there was an entire lack of agreement as to the shape the pool should take. William 
Wordsworth was in residence at the time, and he was reported to have solved the difficulty, by 
taking up a goblet of wine, and emptying it on the surface of a large table. The shape taken by the 
liquid as it spread over the table was the shape decided upon for the fishpond. 
 
We know from records that when the pond was frozen, ice from there was used in the Hall ice 
house which was constructed some 100 metres directly south of St. Mary’s Church. Evidence of 
the ice house still remains and a feature on its history is included in the book by Samuel T 
Stewart, entitled “Coleorton Village History (as seen through the eyes of the newspapers)”, which 
is now free to download and read on the website. 
 
The fishpond used to extend well under the bridge at one time as can be seen in the preceding 
map, due to water that was pumped out of Coleorton No.3. Colliery (Bug & Wink) 1875 -1933. 
Once the Colliery closed, the water flow reduced and the level of the pond dropped. It was 
recalled by a senior resident of the village, that when the Abel - Smith’s were renting Coleorton 
Hall from the Beaumont Estate from 1901 - 1926, that they used to row their boat right under the 
bridge. Another boat house was later constructed at the side adjacent to Bell Cottage.  
 
There was a coaching inn here called “The Bell Inn”, which was demolished in the early part of 
the 19th century. The present Bell Cottage is reputedly part of the old stable block. The reader can 
learn more about the history of the Bell Inn by reading the publication on the website by Samuel T 
Stewart entitled “A History of the Bell Inn Coleorton”. 
 
The writer recalls that in his younger days in the 1950’s and 60’s, it was a gathering place for the 
young people of the village. Fishing, ice skating, swimming, rafting and courting were just a few of 
the activities that took place there. The pond was rented by Ashby Angling Club for a period of 
time but it is now a private pool, associated with Bell Cottage. 
 
The brook shown leaving the fishpond and heading north through Coleorton Paddock and onto 
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Peggs Green and Griffydam, eventually finds its way to the river Trent. By the time it reached 
Peggs Green and on through Griffydam, it was colloquially known as Cartbrook, but more about 
that in “A Social and Industrial History of Griffydam and Peggs Green” by Samuel T Stewart, 
which is now free to download and read on the website. Fish, like perch, roach and tench found 
their way down the brook and were often caught by the author under the bridge in the meadow 
below the Woolrooms. Some no doubt ended up in Richards Pond and onwards to the Trent. 
 

********* 
 
Coleorton fishpond was not always a happy place for children to visit and a number of 
tragedies occurred there. Three examples are recorded below in newspaper articles. 

 
Leicester Chronicle – July 7th 1837 
 
Another death by drowning – On Saturday, the 1st inst., three sons of the Rev. James Merewether 
(brother of the Rev. Francis Merewether presumably), accompanied by a cousin who had come 
from Essex on a visit to the family, went to fish in a pond, commonly called the reservoir 
(presumably Coleorton Fish Pond), in the lordship of Coleorton. In the evening, Charles George 
Merewether went into the water to bathe, and his brother Lewis (should be spelt Louis) expressed 
a wish to follow him. The third brother, Henry Robert, objected to it, unless he would have a rope 
round his body; but the youth, without taking this precaution, shortly afterwards jumped into the 
pond, having undressed without the knowledge of Henry, who was only aware of the fact when he 
heard him splash into the water. Perceiving that his brother struggled, and then sank, Henry, 
although he could swim but little sprang in to his assistance. His efforts unfortunately were to no 
avail; his brother never rose, and he could not reach him under water. Meanwhile an alarm had 
been given by the cousin; and Joseph Doughty, a Blacksmith, hastened to the pond, and, after 
undressing, jumped in, and succeeded in finding the body. At the spot where it was found, there 
were many weeds, in which the Blacksmith got entangled, but he could not say whether the body 
was entangled in like manner. Three quarters of an hour having elapsed from the time the youth 
sank until he was taken out, life was quite extinct. – An inquest was held on Monday at Coleorton: 
Verdict, “Accidental Death”.   
 
 

Leicester Chronicle – February 9th 1856 
 
Coleorton – As a number of boys were last Saturday amusing themselves upon the ice, upon a 
pond belonging to Sir G. H. Beaumont, a lad about twelve years old broke in, where the water 
was more than six feet deep; He supported himself by holding on about three quarters of an hour, 
his brother having thrown him a rope. The poor fellow cried out most piteously, but the bystanders 
on the bank, durst not venture to approach him. A loud cry of distress was raised by the 
spectators, which was fortunately heard by a man residing in the village, named James Walker, 
who was going to the Ashby Market, and was half a mile off, who immediately ran towards the 
spot, and on reaching it, he seized a rope, and without hesitation went towards the boy; but 
although he had the precaution to crawl upon the ice, it broke when he was within three or four 
yards, and the poor little fellow had lost his hold, and gone down twice. His gallant deliverer swam 
towards him, and seized him as he held up his bleeding hands, which were lacerated by the ice, 
and succeeded in conveying him towards the land, where he was loudly cheered. The boy was in 
a state of unconsciousness, and Walker gently laid him upon the ground, and inflated his lungs 
with air, by blowing down his throat. The poor little sufferer was immediately conveyed to the 
house of his father. Mr. John Davenport, relieving officer of the district, and Mr. Orton, surgeon, 
being speedily in attendance, animation was quickly restored. It is hoped that the noble self 
devotion of Mr. Walker, who saved the child’s life at the imminent risk of his own, will be both 
rewarded and remembered. He is a travelling hawker, of good character, and has a young wife 
and family dependant on his exertions. 
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The Nottingham Evening Post - Tuesday, July 23rd 1901 
 
The drowning of a child at Coleorton 
 
Mr. H. Deane, coroner for north Leicestershire, last evening held an enquiry at “The Beaumont 
Arms”, Coleorton, as to the drowning of Joseph Wright Fairbrother. – The mother of the child, 
Sarah. E. Fairbrother, stated that he was seven years old. On Saturday afternoon the child went 
out to play with others, and witness saw him near the fishpond at five o’clock. – Sarah Ann 
Fairbrother, 11 years old sister, said the deceased undressed and went into the pond with other 
children. He walked about and the water came up to his head, and he suddenly sank. Witness 
called out to him, but he was unable to answer, although he came to the surface again. Witness 
became frightened and ran home to her mother. – Abraham Willet, coal miner, deposed to finding 
the body, about six or seven yards from the bank, and where there was depth of four feet of 
water. – The jury returned a verdict of “accidentally drowned whilst bathing”. 
 

************** 
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PADDOCK COLLIERY 

 
Please refer to the preceding map which indicated its approximate location. 
 
The following in italics’ is taken from the “North West Leicestershire Mining Heritage Trail” 
publication :- 
 
Paddock Colliery was an important mine in the second half of the 18th century. It mined high 
quality coal and used the latest technology of the day, including atmospheric steam pumps. The 
shrub covered mounds visible today, are the remains of the dirt tips, and down towards the brook, 
stood the main pumping engine. 
 
The author believes that this mine was operated by Joseph Boultbee and leased from Sir George 
Beaumont. In the judicial reviews of the bitter Beaumont v Boultbee court case (see following 
article on Joseph Boultbee Snr. and Jnr.), it refers to a colliery being established on “Coleorton 
Field”, and the narrative suggests that this was Paddock Colliery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


